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Celebrating Stewardship – Missions 
October 9, 2016 

 

(Quotes in this study are taken from StewardCAST, June 2016, by Rev. Nathan Meador, A Monthly e-

newsletter of LCMS Stewardship Ministry; Used by permission.) 

 

Introduction 

 “For most, the concept of celebrating 

stewardship sounds a bit tinny on the ear. One 

might wonder just how to celebrate something 

that most pastors and congregations dread. After 

all, the mere mention of stewardship sends 

many men reaching for their wallets and women 

clutching their purses. This dread comes from 

too many years of stewardship committees and 

pastors only teaching about stewardship when 

there was a lack of resources for ministry. For 

someone to suggest that there be a celebration of 

stewardship sounds about as appealing as 

celebrating a root canal performed without 

Novocain.  

 “But stewardship is indeed something over 

which the individual steward and congregation 

can and should celebrate. Why? Because 

stewardship is not about what we do, about what 

we decide to give or even how we decide to 

give. As the LCMS defines it, Christian 

stewardship is the free and joyous activity of 

God’s family — the church — in managing 

life’s resources for His purposes. This 

stewardship is free and joyous because 

everything we have been created to steward 

comes to us from God. St. James writes: “Every 

good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 

coming down from the Father of lights with 

whom there is no variation or shadow due to 

change. Of his own will he brought us forth 

by the word of truth, that we should be a 

kind of first fruits of his creatures” (James 

1:17-18). Our Lord does not burden with gifts. 

In fact, Luther’s explanation to the First Article 

of the Creed reminds us that our Father in 

heaven gives these gifts “only out of fatherly, 

divine goodness and mercy without any merit or 

worthiness in me.” The Lord sets the crown of 

His creation in a position to manage those gifts 

in a way that is pleasing to Him and joyful for 

us! When stewardship is seen this way, how can 

one NOT celebrate stewardship?” 

The Real Reason We Struggle with 

Stewardship 

 “The answer to this comes when we see that 

the struggles with stewardship in this present 

age are not issues with God, but rather issues 

with fallen human beings. Beginning with the 

first stewardship crisis in Genesis 3 where our 

first parents reached out to claim ownership of a 

creation that was only theirs on trust from the 

Creator, all the way through this present era, 

human beings have been shunning the role of 

steward and taking God’s good gifts and using 

them as instruments of ownership and lordship. 

When human beings begin to believe that they 

actually own things instead of seeing them as 

gifts from God, pride, territorialism and 

selfishness start to crowd the Giver of the gifts 

out of the picture. Then, when God is moved to 

the side, there can be no joy.  

 “This loss of joy comes from the fact that 

we live in a world that is broken. Nothing we 

claim to own can be permanently maintained. 

Our health fails and we eventually die, despite 

the money we spend on medicine and doctors 

and the time and effort we spend on staying 

healthy. All of those things on Luther’s 

wonderful list of created couplets in the First 

Article eventually wear out, spoil and fade 

away. Our best efforts to cling to these created 

things rather than the Lord, who created them, 

fail. But that doesn’t stop us from sinfully 

trying. This creates stress and anxiety that robs 

us from our ability to celebrate anything in 

stewardship. You can’t really celebrate when 

you know that those things that you value above 
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the Lord will eventually slip through your 

fingers and no longer be yours to control and 

worship.” 

Celebration Begins with Repentance 

 “Because of human being’s desire to claim 

ownership rather than gratefully receive gifts, 

we have lost our ability to celebrate 

stewardship. So there is only one true solution. 

Our move from dreading stewardship to 

celebration of stewardship begins with 

repentance. But even this is a gift from God! 

This is how the Holy Spirit becomes the key 

player in our celebration of stewardship. He is 

the One who calls us by the Gospel. 

Stewardship, and the celebration thereof, can 

never start with us! It starts with the work of the 

Lord through the Word convicting us of sin and 

leading us back to what Jesus has already 

accomplished for us on the cross. With cross-

won forgiveness of sins, fallen stewards are 

fully restored to the role for which they were 

created. As St. Paul reminds us, “Therefore, if 

anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The 

old has passed away; behold, the new has 

come” (2 Cor. 5:17). We are forgiven of our 

ownership and restored by grace to stewardship. 

 “As forgiven and restored stewards, we are 

then freed from the fear of losing. We know that 

we ourselves are not lost. We also know that the 

loss that we experience in this world, while it 

can be stinging and uncomfortable, is only 

temporary. We know that a day is coming when 

all of what we see will be fully restored to its 

Eden-like glory in the resurrection! So if it is 

known, by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, 

how this whole journey will end why would 

anyone want to willingly crucify their joy and 

celebration? Redeemed and restored, the only 

faithful response can be celebration!” 

Celebration of Stewardship 

 “The local congregation, made up of all 

those who have been redeemed and restored and 

gathered around Word and Sacrament, is a 

collection of those who are the new creation. 

The congregation is the place where the 

celebration of stewardship takes place. Around 

the font, altar and pulpit, the people of God are 

reminded by the Holy Spirit why it is that they 

can celebrate as stewards of God’s good gifts. 

These good gifts share the life-giving Gospel, 

support ministry, support families and support 

communities. As the community of faith we 

know why these gifts are given — fatherly 

divine goodness and mercy — and from whom 

they come — our Heavenly Father! 

 “If stewardship is taught formally and 

informally as an obligation rather than a gift, it 

will not bring about celebration. Few people, if 

any, celebrate their annual call to render unto 

Caesar on April 15th. That is an obligation not 

celebration. So if a congregation is treating 

commitments and offerings as things that people 

have to do rather than as response to an overtly 

generous Lord, they are unwittingly stealing joy 

from the very people entrusted to their 

leadership. If stewardship is taught from a 

perspective of funding the budget, that too is 

obligation rather than celebration. This too 

steals joy.” 

Every Aspect a Celebration 

 “But if we start looking at every aspect of 

stewardship as something to be celebrated, it 

begets more celebration. What if every 

congregation that asked its members for an 

annual commitment actually spent some effort 

celebrating what God has done through His 

people in any given location? It would breed 

more celebration! That celebration could be as 

simple as just saying thank you. This celebration 

could take the form of pictures and short stories 

of celebrating what God has been able to do 

through the faithfulness of His people… 

 “As we celebrate the work of the steward, 

we are really celebrating the work of the God 

who gives the gifts to be stewarded! This takes 

the focus off of fear and obligation and places it 

squarely on the Giver, the gift and gratitude. 

Now is the time for the Church to celebrate 

stewardship. When she does, she is celebrating 
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the God who stewards His Church. This brings 

great joy. And more stewardship to celebrate!” 

Celebrating Stewardship – Missions: SPL 

October-December 2016 

 The St. Paul, Fairmont, Stewardship Team 

emphasis for the last quarter of 2016 (October-

December) is on missions. The tool to 

participate is once again 300 special envelopes, 

three each numbered from 1 to 100. In past 

stewardship emphases we have focused on the 

local mission of SPL (“Picking Rock”, “Foot 

Soldiers”, etc.) and sought special gifts to cover 

current expenses or special projects. St. Paul 

encourages us in Philippians, “Let each of you 

look not only to his own interests, but also to 

the interests of others… so that at the name 

of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 

and on earth and under the earth, and every 

tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 

the glory of God the Father” (2:4, 10-11).  

 The last weekend in September Mr. Charlie 

Kiersch from LCMS Mission Advancement 

gave us “smorgasbord” of ways we can 

celebrate how God is at work through our 

Synod. Organizations within SPL that formerly 

have supported “outside” missions have 

renewed that based on his presentation. For 

example, the Fairstand shift chairs at their 

“wrap-up meeting last month designated $2,000 

from this year’s profits to such projects. The 

women’s organizations of our congregation 

(LWML and Charity Club) make “celebrating 

missions” a regular part of their monthly 

gatherings. Our SPL school children give 

offerings for various projects. Individual 

members are actively engaged in supporting a 

wide variety of faithful Lutheran mission 

through direct giving. And our congregation 

designates in our budget annually a modest 

amount to be sent on to District/Synod missions 

($9,000), about 1% of our total budget. 

 St. Paul in 2 Corinthians encourages us to 

celebrate our mission stewardship. “He who 

supplies seed to the sower and bread for food 

will supply and multiply your seed for sowing 

and increase the harvest of your righteous-

ness. You will be enriched in every way to be 

generous in every way, which through us will 

produce thanksgiving to God. For the 

ministry of this service is not only supplying 

the needs of the saints but is also overflowing 

in many thanksgivings to God. By their 

approval of this service, they will glorify God 

because of your submission that comes from 

your confession of the gospel of Christ, and 

the generosity of your contribution for them 

and for all others, while they long for you 

and pray for you, because of the surpassing 

grace of God upon you. Thanks be to God for 

his inexpressible gift!” (9:10-15) 


