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(Re-) Introduction to the One-Year (“Historic”) Lectionary 
SPL Sunday Adult Bible Class 

November, 2020 

 

Why are we “returning” to the One-Year Lectionary this Church Year? 
 

 Pastor Bertram wanted to. Over the years I have grown dissatisfied with the repetition and 

“slow progress” through the Gospel of Mark during Three-Year Series “B”, especially during 

Advent, the Sundays after the Epiphany, and Lent. (We would be beginning to use Series B 

starting with Advent 1, November 29, 2020.)  

 

 Advent 2B Mark 1:1-8* 

 Epiphany 1B Mark 1:4-11* 

 Epiphany 3B Mark 1:14-20* 

 Epiphany 4B Mark 1:21-28 

 Epiphany 5B Mark 1:29-39 

 Epiphany 6B Mark 1:40-45 

 Lent 1B Mark 1:9-15* 

 

Time in Perspective: The Christian Church Year (Edward T. Horn, III, The Christian Year, 

 Muhlenberg Press, Philadelphia, 1977; the quote below, and many other details below) 

 

 “The heart of the Christian message is God’s revelation of himself, in time, in the person of 

Jesus Christ, his Son. God’s salvation is revealed in the stream of human history. The manger at 

Bethlehem, the Virgin Mary, the disciples, the cross on Calvary, the empty tomb in the garden, 

were all ‘in time,’ and were transfigured by the eternal presence of God in Christ. Christian faith 

is rooted in the belief that God has acted in Christ in human history. It was a unique action. 

Nothing like it, or like the series of remarkable events connected with it, has ever occurred 

before or since. God chose the time for time and eternity to meet, and time can never be the same 

again. 

 

 “The liturgy of the Christian church recognizes this fact and seeks to relate all time to the 

redemptive purposes of God. The major events of the life of our Lord pass in review perennially 

in the first half of the church year, keeping the Christian community in perpetual remembrance 

of ‘all that our Lord hath done for our sakes.’ The second half of the church year relates the 

profound implications of our Lord’s incarnation, life, death, and resurrection to the life in time of 

the Christian and of the Christian community.” (Page 8) 

 

 Pagan worship also was set in time, usually related to the cycles of the sun or moon. The 

Jewish calendar was set by God into seven day weeks with lunar months set in a solar year. The 

Jewish festivals were set each year on the calendar, especially the Passover on the 14
th

 day of the 

first month, which was marked by the beginning of spring each year.  

 

 The Christian liturgical calendar began to develop immediately after the Resurrection of our 

Lord (the first Easter Sunday), when the disciples began to gather each week on Sunday. Every 
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Sunday (the “Lord’s Day”) on which they gathered to hear God’s Word and receive the 

Sacrament was a little “Easter.” Very early on, a special Sunday was set each year to 

commemorate the Resurrection as a high festival. Soon, Pentecost was added to make this time 

the “Great Fifty Days.” Later, the Ascension was celebrated on the 40
th

 day. Epiphany in January 

was at first a combined celebration of the Incarnation and Baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ, then 

Christmas was celebrated earlier in December with a twelve-day celebration culminating in 

Epiphany. Times of preparation for celebrating the great festivals were added, forty days of Lent 

before Easter, and four Sundays of Advent before Christmas. Saints days began the fill the 

calendar as well, usually commemorating local martyrs. 

 

The Lectionary (Propers of the Sunday/Festival) 
 

 In the Eastern Church (mostly Greek-speaking), the weekly liturgy did not change except for 

the Readings set for the day. In the West (mostly Latin-speaking) more variety was included in 

the liturgy designating for each Sunday and on other set days “propers” of the day. As many as 

five Readings could be included, but that was reduced to the typical three we are familiar with, 

though since the time of the Reformation, Lutherans often included only the Epistle (which could 

be from the Old Testament) and the Gospel. 

 

 Western Propers 

 

 Introit The entrance hymn usually based on a psalm; connected to day or festival 

 Collect Short prayer introducing the theme of the day or festival 

 Old Testament Moses and the prophets 

 Epistle Letters of the New Testament 

 Gradual Psalm verses used as traveling music to reach the spot to read Gospel 

 Gospel Mathew, Mark, Luke, and John 

 Proper Preface Seasonal or festival (It is truly good, right and salutary… saying: Holy”) 

 Color Seasonal or festival 

 

 Festival “Half” of the Church Year: Advent through Pentecost or Holy Trinity; LSB 

organized this into: The Time of Christmas (Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany seasons) and The 

Time of Easter (Pre-Lent, One-Year; Lent, Holy Week, and Easter including Pentecost) 

 

 Non-festival “Half” of the Church Year: the Sundays after Pentecost or Trinity 

 

 Liturgical Colors 

 

White Festivals and seasons of God and Christ (Christmas, Epiphany, Baptism, 

Transfiguration, Maundy Thursday, Easter, Ascension, Trinity) 

Green Sundays after Epiphany and Trinity 

Blue Advent (Swedish Lutheran alternative to distinguish Advent from Lent) 

Violet Lent 

Red Festivals of the Holy Spirit (Pentecost) and martyrs 

Black Alternate for Ash Wednesday and Good Friday 

Scarlet Alternate for Holy Week (Palm/Passion Sunday through Holy Wednesday) 
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Changes in the Lectionary over Time 
 

 “At the time of the Reformation, Luther retained the historic Gospel and Epistle 

readings…Since that time, this historic lectionary has been used by most churches, though 

not without a number of adaptations. 

 “In our century (20
th

), a fundamentally new lectionary was introduced, which is usually 

referred to as the three-year lectionary. Originally developed by the Roman Catholic Church 

in 1969, the Ordo Lectionum Missae has influenced Lutheran and Protestant lectionaries, 

especially in the United States. The three-year lectionary provided in Lutheran Worship 

(1982) is a slightly amended version of the lectionary prepared by the Inter-Lutheran 

Commission on Worship. Recent attempts to standardize the three-year lectionary among all 

churches can be found in the Common Lectionary (1983) and the Revised Common 

Lectionary (1992). 

 “Several features of the three-year lectionary require some attention. Normally, the Old 

Testament reading bears some relationship to the Gospel for the day, except during the 

Sundays of Easter, when the first reading is drawn from the Acts of the Apostles. Unlike the 

Old Testament reading, the readings from the Epistles are generally not chosen to reflect the 

theme of the day; rather, in most cases, the Epistle follows a semi-continuous reading from 

the letters of Paul, Peter, or John.” (HS98 Handbook, Page 25) 

 The three-year lectionary provided in LSB is adapted from the original LW lectionary and the 

Revised Common Lectionary. There is also available a slight revision of the historic one-year 

lectionary with Old Testament readings. 

  

 The “Historic” One-Year Lectionary in The Lutheran Hymnal and Lutheran Service Book

TLH Advent 1: Ad Te Levavi 

OT [Jer. 33:14-18] 

EP Rom. 13:11-14 

G Matt. 21:1-9 

 

Advent 2: Populus Zion 

OT [Micah 4:1-7] 

EP Rom. 15:4-13 

G Luke 21:25-36 

 

Advent 3: Gaudete 

OT [Mal. 3:1-6] 

EP 1 Cor. 4:1-5 

G Matt. 11:2-10 

 

Advent 4: Rorate Coeli 
OT [Is. 40:1-8] 

EP Phil. 4:4-7  

G John 1:19-28 

  

LSB Advent 1 

OT Jer. 23:5-8 

EP Rom. 13: (8-10) 11-14 

G Matt. 21:1-9 

 

Advent 2 

OT Mal. 4:1-6 (“Historic”) 

EP Rom. 15:4-13 

G Luke 21:25-36 

 

Advent 3 (Introit: Phil. 4:4-5, antiphon) 

OT Is. 40:1-8 (9-11) (“Historic”) 

EP 1 Cor. 4:1-5 

G Matt. 11:2-10 (11) 

 

Advent 4 
OT Deut. 18:15-19 (“Historic”) 

EP Phil. 4:4-7  

G John 1:19-28 

  or Luke 1:39-



4 

 

 

 

For Listing of all the Propers for the One-year Lectionary in LSB, see pages xx-xxi. 
 

“Pre-Lent” – Septuagesima and Its Season 
 

 “The season of Septuagesima, or Pre-Lent, covers three and half weeks. Its origin is quite 

obscure. The title appear first in the canons of the Fourth Council of Orleans in 541. Before that 

time, Quadragesima (forty days) was a term applied to the First Sunday in Lent as well as to the 

entire Lenten fast. The preceding Sundays were given names by analogy. Quinquagesima is 

exactly fifty days before Easter—the only one of the Sundays for which the title is precise. 

Sexagesima is 57 days and Septuagesima 64 days before Easter…  

 

 “The season is Roman in origin and its creation may have been influenced by preparatory 

fasts for monks such as that prescribed by Caesarius of Arles in the sixth century, or by the 

Lombard invasion of Italy at that time. Whatever its origin, in the Roman Catholic church it 

represents an extension of Lent over three additional Sundays, with violet vestments, and the 

omission of both alleluia and the Gloria in Excelsis from the liturgy… 

 

 “The Lutheran church follows the Roman use in eliminating alleluias from its psalmody in 

the introits and graduals beginning with Septuagesima, but it retains green as the color of the 

season, and has so far resisted attempts to extend the already long penitential season of Lent.” 

(Horn, Pages 95, 96) 

 

The Placement of “Transfiguration Sunday” during the Epiphany Season  
 

 “The use of the propers for the Feast of the Transfiguration of Our Lord (August 6) as those 

for the Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany is a Lutheran peculiarity [adopted by the Anglicans]. 

The Lutheran reformers retained the August 6 date for the festival, but felt that, since its 

celebration fell on a fixed day (and therefore usually a weekday) and in August, it was worthy of 

greater consideration in the calendar. Since the Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany was a 

‘wandering Sunday,’ they displaced the historic propers with those of Transfiguration.” (Horn, 

Page 93) 

 

Note: “Wandering Sundays” occur because the date of Easter determines when Lent (Pre-Lent) 

begins, which varies the number of Sundays after the Epiphany. And “early” Easter means a 

shorter Epiphany season with fewer Sundays. Related to this is the number of Sundays after 

Pentecost/Holy Trinity. In the One-Year Series, a “late” Easter means that not all the propers of 

the  26 Sundays after Trinity will used, the “Last Sunday” always used the Sunday before 

Advent begins.  
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How Sundays in Lent get their Names 

 

 The Sundays in Lent (and other seasons) were popularly known in medieval times by the first 

words of their Latin introits—the opening words of the mass of the day. 

 

Lent 1: Invocabit/Invocavit  “I will cry/call” (Ps. 91:15a, Old Latin);  

Lent 2: Reminiscere  “Remember” (Ps. 25:6);  

Lent 3: Oculi  “My eyes” (Ps. 25:15);  

Lent 4: Laetare  “Rejoice” (Is. 66:10);  

Lent 5: Judica  “Judge” (Ps. 43:1) 

 

The Names of Sundays of Easter 2-7 
 

Easter 2: Quasimodo Geniti  “As newborn babes” (1 Peter 2:2a) 

Easter 3: Misericordias Domini  “The goodness of the Lord” (Ps. 33:5b) 

Easter 4: Jubilate  “Make a joyful noise” (Ps. 66:1) 

Easter 5: Cantate  “Oh, sing” (Ps. 98:1a) 

Easter 6: Rogate  “Asking” (no longer used in Introit antiphon from Is. 48:20) 

Easter 7: Exaudi  “Hear” (Ps. 27:7a) 


