
SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT (Populus Zion) 

Introit: Ps. 80:1, 3, 14, 17; antiphon: Is. 62:11b; 30:30, 29 

Say to the daughter of | Zion,* 

     “Behold, your sal- | vation comes.” 

The LORD will cause his majestic voice | to be heard,* 

     and you shall have glad- | ness of heart. 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph | like a flock!* 

     You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, | shine forth. 

Restore us, | O God;* 

     let your face shine, that we | may be saved! 

Turn again, O | God of hosts!* 

     Look down from | heaven, and see. 

But let your hand be on the man of your | right hand,* 

     the son of man whom you have made strong | for yourself! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

     and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

     is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Say to the daughter of | Zion,* 

     “Behold, your sal- | vation comes.” 

The LORD will cause his majestic voice | to be heard,* 

     and you shall have glad- | ness of heart. 

The Lord Comes on the Last Day 

 The day on which our Lord returns will be a “great and awesome day” 

(Mal. 4:5). For He will come in a cloud with great power and glory. To the 

wicked and the proud, it will be a Day of judgment that will “set them ablaze” 

(Mal. 4:1). The signs preceding this Day will bring them fear and fainting. 

But to those who believe, who fear the name of the Lord, this Day is one to 

look forward to and rejoice in: “…straighten up and raise your heads, 

because your redemption is drawing near” (Lk 21:28). Christ our Redeemer 

is coming; the Sun of Righteousness will bring healing in His wings. Let us, 

then, give attention to the words of the Lord, which do not pass away. Let us 

“through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures” (Ro. 

15:4) be strengthened in our hope by the Holy Spirit and watch diligently for 

Jesus’ coming. Then, by God’s grace, we shall escape all these things that 

will come to pass and stand before the Son of Man. 

Collect for Advent 2 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your 

only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to 

serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our 



Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen 

Old Testament Reading: Malachi 4:1-6 

The prophet Malachi wrote around 430 BC, about 100 years 

after the return from exile in Babylon, and shortly after the walls of 

Jerusalem were rebuilt. (Alexander the Great would conquer 

Palestine about 100 years later.) The prophet’s name means in 

Hebrew “My Messenger,” and he was likely a member of the 

Levitical priesthood who witnessed the corruption and indifference 

he rebukes in the book. 

 4:1
“For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, 

when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day 

that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that 

it will leave them neither root nor branch. 
2 

But for you who fear 

my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its 

wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 
3 

And you 

shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles 

of your feet, on the day when I act, says the LORD of hosts. 
4 

Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rule that 

I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel. 
5 

Behold, I will send 

you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of 

the LORD comes. 
6 

And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their 

children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come 

and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.” 

1. The “day” coming, (3:17; 4:3, 5) when the Lord will return to 

judge the living and dead; see Mt 25:31; 2 Pt 3:3:10. What is 

significant about the OT references to “root” or “branch”? 

2. LORD of hosts (4:1, 3) lit. “Yahweh of Sabaoth” – “Of Sabaoth 

Lord, And there’s none other God” (LSB 656.3) 

3. Who are those who fear God’s name (4:2)? What does it mean 

that they will “leap like calves”? 

4. Horeb and Sinai are the same place, where God appeared in a 

burning bush and gave the law (Ex. 31:1; 17:31). Where are 

Moses and Elijah mentioned together in the NT (Matt. 17:4-6)? 



5. What does it mean to “remember the law” (Heb. “Torah”)? 

6. Who is the “Elijah” God would send before the “Day”? (see 

Mal. 3:1 & Mt. 11:7-15) 

7. The angel Gabriel foretold that John’s ministry would one to 

call people to repentance, to “turn hearts.” See Luke 1:8-17, 

esp. vv. 16-17) 

 

Epistle: Romans 15:4-13 

 
 4 

For whatever was written in former days was written for 

our instruction, that through endurance and through the 

encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 
5 

May the 

God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such 

harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 
6 

that 

together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 
7 

Therefore welcome one another as Christ has 

welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

8 
For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised 

to show God's truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given 

to the patriarchs, 
9 

and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God 

for his mercy. As it is written, 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, 

    and sing to your name.” 

10 
And again it is said, 

“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 

11 
And again, 

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

    and let all the peoples extol him.” 

12 
And again Isaiah says, 

“The root of Jesse will come, 

    even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; 

    in him will the Gentiles hope.” 



13 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 

believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound 

in hope. 

1. Paul quoted Psalm 69:9b in 15:3. What does he say about the 

authority and purpose of OT portion of the Bible (15:4)? 

2. Romans 15:5-6 serves as a summary of 14:1-15:7 in the form 

of a blessing and doxology. How does 15:7 conclude well what 

began in 14:1? 

Christ for Jews and Gentiles as Promised (15:8-13) 

This section concludes the “Exhortation/Application” of 

Romans (12:1-15:13). It also hearkens back to the beginning of the 

Epistle where Paul states that he is an apostle of the Gospel that is 

for “all the nations” including those in Rome  (1:5-6), and that the 

Gospel is for both Jews and Gentiles (ch.2f.).  

3. Who are the “circumcised”? Who are the “patriarchs”? (15:8) 

4. How was God true to His promises to them in Christ? 

5. How has God shown mercy to the Gentiles (15:9)? 

6. Paul quotes a series of OT passages in 15:9-12 (from the LXX, 

Greek version of the OT) that show that God’s plan of 

salvation has always included both Jews and Gentiles: Psalm 

18:49 (17:50 LXX); Deuteronomy 32:43; Psalm 117:1; Isaiah 

11:10).  

7 Paul ends his exhortation (15:13) with a blessing (reflecting 

some of the same thoughts expressed in 14:17). What 

additional gift of the Spirit did he include there? 

8. To which person of the Holy Trinity is faith (believing) tied? 


