
THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT (Gaudete) 

Introit: Ps. 85:1-2, 6, 8; antiphon: Phil. 4:4-5 (4:4-7 Advent 4 Ep.) 

Rejoice in the Lord | always;* 

     again I will | say, Rejoice. 

Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone.* 

     The Lord | is at hand. 

LORD, you were favorable | to your land;* 

     you restored the fortunes of | Jacob. 

You forgave the iniquity of your | people;* 

     you covered | all their sin. 

Will you not revive | us again,* 

     that your people may re- | joice in you? 

Let me hear what God the | LORD will speak,* 

     for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let 

them not turn back to | folly. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

     and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

     is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Rejoice in the Lord | always;* 

     again I will | say, Rejoice. 

Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone.* 

     The Lord | is at hand. 

John the Baptizer Prepares the Way for the Lord 

 The voice of the Baptizer cried out in the wilderness: “Prepare 

the way of the Lord . . .” (Is. 40:1). John called the people to be 

made ready for the Messiah’s coming through repentance, for “all 

flesh is grass” (Is. 40:6). Now He asks from prison, “Are you the 

one who is to come . . .?” (Mt. 11:2). Jesus’ works bear witness that 

He is. The sick are made well; the dead are raised, and the poor 

have the Gospel preached to them. Their iniquity is pardoned; they 

have received from the Lord’s hand double forgiveness for all their 

sins. The “stewards of the mysteries of God” (1 Co. 4:1) still deliver 

Christ’s overflowing forgiveness to the poor in spirit, comforting 

God’s people with the word of the Gospel which stands forever. 

This Gospel produces rejoicing among all those who believe. 



Collect for Advent 3 

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to 

lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; 

for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 40:1-8 (9-11) 

The prophet Isaiah, by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, covered at 

least 200 years of Old Testament history, the difficulty being that 

these do not occur in chronological order: from before the fall of 

the Northern Kingdom of Israel (ca. 735 BC), through the 

Babylonian threat leading to the fall of Jerusalem (c. 610-587 BC), 

the time of Cyrus (c. 540 BC), and the rebuilding of the temple (ca. 

520-480 BC). The prophet himself probably lived from c. 740-681 

BC. God’s Word through him proclaimed the need to repent of 

their sins of unfaithfulness, but, especially to comfort them with 

the good news of Zion’s redemption. 

 40:1
“Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 

2 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

    and cry to her 

that her warfare is ended, 

    that her iniquity is pardoned, 

that she has received from the LORD'S hand 

    double for all her sins. 

3 
A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 

    make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4 

Every valley shall be lifted up, 

    and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 

    and the rough places a plain. 
5 

And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

    and all flesh shall see it together, 

    for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

6 
A voice says, “Cry!” 

    And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

All flesh is grass, 

    and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 



7 
The grass withers, the flower fades 

    when the breath of the LORD blows on it; 

    surely the people are grass. 
8 

The grass withers, the flower fades, 

    but the word of our God will stand forever. 

1. Right after Isaiah prophesies the destruction of Jerusalem by 

the Babylonians (39:5-7) he follows up with words of comfort. 

Instead of receiving a double dose of punishment for their sins, 

they should expect double comfort (40:1-2) from the LORD. 

 

2. “A voice cries…” vs. 3-5a are quoted in Luke 3:4-6 of the 

ministry of John the Baptist. How was his ministry prophesied 

to his father Zechariah (Lk 1:76-79)? 

 

3. A royal highway is to be built in the wilderness. What was 

John doing out there? Who would come down this road? 

 

4. God’s glory was revealed in a pillar of cloud and fire. “All 

flesh” (4:5) includes both Jews and Gentiles. How would this 

glory be revealed when fulfilled? 

 

5. What is our response to “all flesh is grass…”?  

 

6. The “breath of the LORD” could just as well be translated 

“Spirit of the LORD.” How does the Spirit cause “withering”? 

What endures forever (40:8)? (VDMA: Verbum Domini Manet 

in Aeternum; see also 1 Pt. 1:24-25) 

 



Epistle: 1 Corinthians 4:1-5 

 
 4:1 

This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and 

stewards of the mysteries of God. 
2 

Moreover, it is required of 

stewards that they be found faithful (trustworthy). 
3 

But with me it 

is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by any 

human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. 
4 

For I am not 

aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It 

is the Lord who judges me. 
5 

Therefore do not pronounce judgment 

before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the 

things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the 

heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from God. 

1. “Regard us as servants of Christ and stewards” (4:1) see Luke 

1:2; accountable to Him (1 Co 4:5). Stewards are entrusted 

with management of someone else’s property. With what was 

St. Paul entrusted? 

 

 

2. God’s mysteries are not understood by world, but as 

“foolishness” (1 Co. 1:18-25); it was hidden throughout the 

ages and from “wise and understanding”. What has God 

“foolishly” done? 

 

 

3. Found faithful/trustworthy to God (4:5) – stewards are often 

left unsupervised for long periods (Jesus’ parables, Mt 25:14-

30; Lk 19:11-27). What did God entrust to Paul? (see 1 Co. 

15:1-11) 

 

 

4. Paul is not worried that anything (humanly speaking) can be 

held against him (4:4); he has a clear conscience about his 

ministry among the Corinthians. What does he warn the church 

not to do in this time (4:5)? 

 

 

5. What will be revealed on the Last Day?  


