
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT (Rorate Coeli) 

Introit: Ps. 19:1, 4-6; antiphon: Is. 45:8a 

Shower, O heavens, from above, 

     and let the clouds rain down righteousness; 

let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may bear fruit; 

     let the earth cause them both to sprout. 

The heavens declare the glory of God, 

     and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 

Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their 

words to the end of the world. 

     In them he has set a tent for the sun, 

which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, 

     and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. 

Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the 

end of them, 

     and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

     and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

     is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Shower, O heavens, from above, 

     and let the clouds rain down righteousness; 

let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may bear fruit; 

     let the earth cause them both to sprout. 

John the Baptizer Points Everyone to the Messiah 

 The coming of God in all His unveiled power at Mount Sinai 

was terrifying to the people of Israel. The thundering voice of the 

LORD puts sinners in fear of death (Deut. 18:15–19). God, 

therefore, raised up a prophet like Moses—the Messiah, the Christ. 

God came to His people veiled in human flesh. The skies poured 

down the Righteous One from heaven; the earth opened her womb 

and brought forth Salvation (Introit) through the blessed Virgin 

Mary, the mother of the Lord (Luke 1:39–56). The fruit of her 

womb is the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world, the One whose sandal strap John was not worthy to loose 

(John 1:19–28). In Jesus we are delivered from fear and anxiety. In 



Him alone we have the peace of God which surpasses all 

understanding (Phil. 4:4–7). 

Collect for Advent 4 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your 

might, that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted 

by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

Old Testament Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-19 

Deuteronomy means “second law” in Greek, the title used in 

the Septuagint (LXX). Moses prepared the living survivors of the 

40 year wandering in the wilderness to enter the promised land by 

reminding them of what it meant to live under God’s covenant as 

his people (c. 1406 BC). Just before our Reading (18:9-14), Moses 

warned the Israelites not to adopt the false gods and pagan 

practices of the Canaanites. 

  18:15 
“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like 

me from among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall 

listen— 
16 

just as you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on 

the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the 

voice of the LORD my God or see this great fire any more, lest I 

die.’ 
17 

And the LORD said to me, ‘They are right in what they have 

spoken. 
18 

I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among 

their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall 

speak to them all that I command him. 
19 

And whoever will not 

listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will 

require it of him. 

 

1. A prophet like Moses – one with a unique relationship with 

God, not only hearing and telling God’s Words, but in doing 

signs, and leading the people. Since then the Jews had been 

waiting for “the prophet.” What was John the Baptist asked in 

John 1:21, and his answer? 

 

2. What happened on “Horeb” (Sinai) that caused the Israelites to 

fear God? See Ex. 20:18-21.  



 

3. What does this mean that “the prophet” would come “from 

among their (the Israelite’s) brothers”? 

 

3. If John the Baptist was not “the prophet,” who was? What does 

it mean that He would “speak in My (the LORD’s] name”?  

 

Epistle: Philippians 4:4-7 

 The city of Philippi was a Roman colony with a special status, 

equal to the cities of Italy and free from direct taxation. It was 

visited by St. Paul and Silas on Paul’s 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 missionary 

journeys. (See Acts 16:11-40, Lydia, seller of purple goods; cast 

out demon from slave girl, whose owners made money on 

divination, led to a beating, imprisonment (jailer at Philippi), 

released and apologized to illegal treatment of Roman citizens; 

20:1-6)  

 4:4 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 

5 
Let 

your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 
6 

do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 

God. 
7 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

1. Rejoice – not the same as happy; see 3:1; Christian joy is “in 

the Lord” Jesus Christ; See 1 Cor. 13:6; How is it possible for a 

Christian to “rejoice always”? 

 

 

2. Reasonableness – moderation, patience, gentleness, 

consideration toward others. Why does “everyone” need to 

know this from Christians? 

 

 

3. Is “The Lord is at hand/near” a threat or a promise? 

 

 



4. Do not be anxious about anything – see Matt. 6:25-34.  

5. Your prayer and supplication with thanksgiving – this is plural 

(addressed to the entire congregation), a reflection of their 

prayer (liturgy), supplication (general prayers requesting God’s 

mercy and blessing), with thanksgiving (“eucharist,” reflecting 

Christ’s Words of Institution of the Lord’s Supper) to God 

 

 

6. Peace of God… - why is this verse so familiar to you? 

 

 

7. God’s peace is in Christ. This is “surpassing” (superior), see 

3:8-11. 

 

 

8. Guard – like a soldier keeping watch at the gates of the city; 

heart – place of faith and emotions; minds – thoughts, willful 

decisions 


