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A publication of St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church  Fairmont, MN 

“An Earth-Shattering Event”  

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 An “earth-shattering event” refers to a natural disaster that devastates 
and changes the environment we live in. Think: floods washing away 
towns, volcanoes erupting and covering cities, or earthquakes that split the 
earth open and level structures. Those physical changes often cause even 
larger changes in societies due to loss of life, jobs, or infrastructure. St. 
Matthew records an earthshattering event after Jesus death on the cross. 

And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 
And the earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were 
opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were 
raised, and coming out of the tombs after His resurrection they went 
into the holy city and appeared to many. When the centurion and those 
who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and 
what took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the 
Son of God!” (27:51-54) 

The world has never been the same since the death of Jesus. The seismic 
event that occurred at Jesus’ death was earth-shattering physically, but 
the physical and spiritual aftershocks were even more earth-shattering. 
When Jesus died, death and sin was defeated by Him and believers in 
God were physically raised from the dead. When Jesus rose from the 
dead on Easter Sunday, those raised saints entered the holy city of 
Jerusalem and were seen alive. What a sight that must have been! 

What happened then will happen to us when Jesus returns in glory on the 
Last Day. The ground will shake and split, all graves will be opened, and 
all the dead will be raised to life. Those who have believed in Jesus in this 
life will be reunited with their souls to live bodily with God forever in the 
New Heavens and the New Earth. But those who did not believe will suffer 
physically in hell forever.  

Most people in the world continue to lead lives as if none of this has 
happened or will happen. Christians are different. Even though the world 
seems to go on as “normal” – as if Jesus has not died and risen from the 
dead – we live with in earth-shattering reality. Jesus has died and risen. 
Our sins are forgiven. We will rise from the dead and live forever. We will 
come out from our tombs and enter the holy city of the New Jerusalem 
when it comes down out of heaven because Jesus truly is the Son of God. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Bertram 
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Clara Circle 
Clara Circle will meet on Wednesday, April 8th @ 11:30am at 
Elaine Lieder's home at 2107 Stade Lane, Fairmont for a light 
lunch. The Bible Study will be from the Lutheran Women's Spring 
Quarterly, page 18 -  "Who is My Neighbor and What Does This 
Mean?".  A short meeting will follow the Bible Study.  

 

Camp Omega Camperships 
The St. Paul Lutheran LWML is offering $50.00 

toward the cost of summer camp at Camp Omega. 
This is available to any child who is a member of 
St. Paul Lutheran Church or who attends St. Paul 
Lutheran School and has not previously received 
a campership. 

Applications are available at the Welcome 
Center or from the school office and must be returned by May 1st. 

 If the weather is questionable, 

or if for some other reason you are 

wondering whether church services 

will be held or not, please check 

our website’s Home page at 

www.splfairmont.org or call the 

CHURCH OFFICE (507-238-

9491) before leaving home and 

listen to the entire first message on 

the answering machine (do not 

press “4”). 

 

If services are cancelled, an 

announcement will be made in 

place of the standard message 

WHENEVER POSSIBLE. If you 

do not hear a message cancelling 

services, then they will go on as 

scheduled. 

 

JANUARY 
NEWSLETTER/ 

CALENDAR 
DEADLINE 

 

Sunday, January 19 
 

Email pmeinert@splfairmont.org 

Worship Services & Bible Studies: 
 

Worship Services: 
Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. & Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Adult Bible Class, Sunday School, Youth Bible Class & Youth Family Bible Studies, etc. 
Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 

Other Worship Opportunities: 
 

Sundays, 9:00 am  
Worship Service Livestream 

(or watch on demand any time on our website) 
 

Sundays, 10:00 am 
Worship Service broadcast on KSUM 

 
Saturdays, 12:00 noon 

Worship Service on 
local cable access channel 12 

May 
NEWSLETTER/ 

CALENDAR 
DEADLINE 

 

Sunday, April 19th 
 

Email pmeinert@splfairmont.org 

 
April Money Counters 

 
April 5—Roger & Pam Carlson, Greg & Nancy Gellert 
April 12—Greg & Nancy Gellert, Mike Schroeder 
April 19—Roger & Pam Carlson, Tom Taylor 
April 26—Jim Utermarck, Ed Ritter, Pam Carlson 
 
If you are interested in volunteering please contact the church office 
at 507-238-9491 or pmeinert@splfairmont.org. 

http://www.splfairmont.org/music.html
mailto:pmeinert@splfairmont.org
mailto:pmeinert@splfairmont.org
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Meetings are the 3rd Wednesday 

of the month. Below is a listing of the 
Council of Deacons. If you have a concern, 
you may contact any one of the following: 

 
POSITION 
  Name (Years) Phone 
 
CHAIRMAN 

  Matt Northwick (3)......................... 507-236-1531  

SECRETARY 

  Jeff Eversman (1) ......................... 507-236-9140 

BUDGET & FINANCE 

  Corey Simpson (1) ........................ 605-480-1982 

CALLING DEACON 

  Doug Closs (2) .............................. 507-456-1917 

CALLING DEACON 

  Merle Boesch (3) .......................... 507-236-4641 

CALLING DEACON 

  John Hovick (3) ............................. 507-236-1264 

EVANGELISM 

  Rod Elbert (2) ............................... 320-894-6882 

PARISH MINISTRIES 

  Dan Driscoll (1) ............................. 507-525-4490  

SCHOOL 

  Andy Walden (2) ........................... 507-399-9770 

STEWARDSHIP 

  Ed Ritter (3) .................................. 507-317-4487 

TRUSTEES 

  Mike Schroeder (2) ....................... 515-341-1167 

WORSHIP ASSISTANCE 

  Jamie Tordsen (1) ........................ 507-230-0186 

  

* * * * * 

 
PRESIDENT 

  Chuck Northwick ............................ 507-236-0257 

SECRETARY 

   

TREASURER 

  Brad Appel ..................................... 507-236-8455 

You may also view the volunteer schedules on our website at www.splfairmont.org 

 
Altar Guild 

April 4-5 ................................................  
April 11-12 ...............................................................  
April 18-19 ....................................  
April 25-26 ............................................ 

 
Ushers 

YEAR-ROUND Saturdays, 5:30 p.m.—Dan Maday, Lee Stewart 
APRIL Sundays, 9 a.m.—Bruce Peymann, Merle Boesch, Doug Closs, Chuck 
Schaefer, Chuck Schrader, Don Wohlrabe, Jeff Zarling, Rob True, Larry 
Behrens, Justin Jobe, Ben Rosol, Dale Ruschy, Matt Singleton, Ryan 
Singleton, Jacob Singleton. 
 

If you would be interested in serving as an usher, 
please call Head Usher Dylan Kallemeyn, 507-236-6223. 

 
Worship Service Assistants 

 
Thurs., April 2, 6:30 p.m. (Maundy Thursday) ...... Merle Boesch, Jamie Tordsen 
Fri., April 3, 1:00 p.m. (Good Friday) .................................................. Jim Harley 
Fri. April 3, 6:30 p.m. (Good Friday) ............................................. Jim Utermarck 
Sat., April 4, 5:30 p.m. ....................................... Jon Eversman, Jeff Eversman 
Sun., April 5, 9:00 a.m. (Easter) ............................. Brad Appel, Joe Kallemeyn 
Sat., April 11, 5:30 p.m. ........................................... Jim Harley, Larry Behrens 
Sun., April 12, 9:00 a.m. ..................................... Justin Jobe, Dylan Kallemeyn 
Sat., April 18, 5:30 p.m. ..................................... Jim Utermarck, Jeff Eversman 
Sun., April 19, 9:00 a.m. .................................................Rob True, Josh Laven 
Sat., April 25, 5:30 p.m. ........................................ Jon Eversman, Dave Kumm 
Sun., April 26, 9:00 a.m. ............................. Chuck Schrader, Chuck Northwick 
 

Acolytes 
Grant Simmering, Carter Simmering 

 
Sunday Greeters 

April 5 (Easter) .................................... Jim & Sara Utermarck, Dawn Waterbury 
April 12 ........................................................ Larry & Kris Behrens, Marv Goebel 
April 19 ....................................................... Rod & Peggy Elbert, Amy Brinkman 
April 26 ................................................... Kent & Erlene Milbrandt, Lori Chirpich 

 
Fun Bags 

Refill bags anytime during the week after Sunday listed below 

1st Sunday/Mo .............................................................................. Lori Chirpich 
2nd Sunday/Mo ............................................................................ April Tordsen 
3rd Sunday/Mo ............................................................................ Chris Engelby 
4th Sunday/Mo ........................................................................... Angela Preuss 
5th Sunday/Mo .................................................................................. Joan Abel 

 
Attendance Cards/Pencils 

Refill cards & sharpen pencils at least monthly (or as needed) 

Deb Eversman, Diane Schaefer, Amy Anders  
(Ruth Engelby and Richard Schultz, Subs) 

 

Saturday Funeral Volunteer 
Josh Laven 

 
 

https://www.splfairmont.org/volunteer-schedules.html
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SPL Gear Store 
 

The SPL Gear Store has 
been updated and includes 
many designs. Now’s a great 
time to make sure to get your 
Falcon gear ordered! 

 
There are toddler through 

adult sizes of t-shirts and 
sweatshirts in a variety of 
colors and designs, as well as 
hats, mugs, tumblers, tote bags, 
and backpacks available. 

 
All of these items would 

make great gifts, too! 
 

https://dstrophiesmn.com/spl-falcons/ 

Lutheran Laymen’s League 

The LLL will meet Saturday, April 4th, 9:00 a.m., at The 
Ranch Restaurant. All members and those interested in 
the work of the LLL are welcome to attend. See you 
there! 

LSB Large Print Books Available 

The school office has two large print Lutheran Service 
Books available for purchase at a reduced price of $40 
each. (This is $10 off the regular price.) 

 
V. H. Harley Scholarship Funds Available for 

Students Preparing for Full-Time Church Work 
  

Students attending a Lutheran High School (LCMS), a 

Lutheran College (LCMS), or a Lutheran Seminary 

(LCMS), in preparation for full-time church work, are invit-

ed to apply for funding assistance from the V. H. Harley 

Scholarship Fund. The scholarship application can be 

found on the St. Paul Lutheran Church’s website. Applica-

tions are due on or before August 1st. All scholarships 

awarded will be distributed by September 15th. 
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A Better Way 

The most common question about stewardship is not whether a Christian should give 
to their church. Of course Christians should give to their church. Everyone knows 
this. Rather, the question asked most is, “How much should I give?” But this question 
really means, “Should Christians give a tenth of their income to their local 
congregation?” 

Here are some common reasons against tithing. Some say tithing isn’t necessary 
because it isn’t expressly commanded in the New Testament. There is no “Thus saith 
the Lord,” or “should” concerning tithing. Others say that Christians give to their 
congregation in ways much broader than money. They give of their time and their 
talents, and these together with treasures (money) add up to more than a tithe. Still 
others say that they give of their treasures to other things besides their congregation, 
and they want to support those things alongside their church. And then there are those 
who think Christians shouldn’t tithe because of some fear. They are afraid that if they 
tithe, their gift will be misused, or that after tithing, there won’t be enough left over to 
get the things that they use, want or need.  

Here are some reasons why Christians should tithe. Even though the New Testament 
doesn’t specifically command Christians to tithe, the Old Testament people were 
commanded to. And on top of this, St. Paul often describes giving a regular and 
generous proportion of the first fruits of one’s income — terms similar to a tithe (2 
Cor. 8:7–23; 2 Cor. 9:2–7).  

But here’s another way to think about it. What was the point of the tithe in the Old 
Testament? Where did it go? This tithe was intended to support the ministry of the 
Levites. They were not given any land because they had no time to farm; their full-
time job was the ministry. What does it say in the New Testament? “The Lord 
commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the 
gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14). This is the verse that Luther used in the Small Catechism’s 
Table of Duties to explain what Christians owe to the support of the ministry.  

It seems clear from both the Old and the New Testaments that the tithe is the goal of 
Christians in their giving. But what if we’re not there yet? How should we handle 
this? What are we to do?  

Let’s answer this by asking a different question. What would you say to your adult 
children who only attended church quarterly or once a month? After all, there is no 
passage in the New Testament that requires Christians to go to church weekly. 
Hebrews 10:25 is the closest verse we have, and it states simply that Christians should 
not neglect gathering together. And even though there is no passage that commands 
Christians to gather weekly, that is the implicit expectation throughout the Old and 
New Testaments.  

So, what would you say to that son or daughter? The conversation might go 
something like this. “I’m glad you’re still going to church. It is a wonderful blessing 
to hear God’s promises of forgiveness, life and salvation, and to receive His gifts in 
Word and Sacrament. But you can do better, and it will only be a blessing to you. 
There is a better way, and I’d really like you to try to attain it.” 

We should approach the topic of tithing with a similar conversation. The tithe is not 
specifically commanded in the New Testament, but it sure seems like the implicit 
expectation of both the Old and New Testaments. So, we’re ecstatic that you’re 
giving, and that you’re giving in all these various ways — time, talents and treasures. 
But there is a better way. And that will only be a blessing to you, just as the Word of 
God — Old and New Testament alike — promises. Can you try increasing your gifts 
over the coming weeks, months and years? Can you put your trust in the God who 
sent His Son to take away your sin and give you everlasting life? And if He did this 
for you, if He did not spare His only Son, how will He not give you all things? He 
will not disappoint.  

~LCMS Stewardship Ministry 
lcms.org/stewardship 

 

Mark Your 
Calendar 

 
Dates/times subject to change 

 

 

 

 
Each woman of the LCMS 

is a part of the LWML 
 

Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League, 

as the official women’s auxiliary 
of the LCMS, encourages 

and equips women to live out 
their Christian lives in active 

mission ministries and to 
support global missions. 

 
 

 
Lutheran 

Laymen’s League
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MLHS News 

Office Hours: 
7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. ~ Monday through Friday 

Phone: 507-436-5249  www.martinlutherhs.com 
 

* * * * * 
 

MARTIN LUTHER JR/SR HIGH SCHOOL is looking for a part-time 
Spanish teacher for the 26-27 school year. Contact the school at 507
-436-5249 for more information.  

THE SPRING RUMMAGE AND BAKE SALE will be at Martin Lu-
ther Jr/Sr High School on April 14, 15 and 16. Donations will be ac-
cepted beginning April 11. Volunteer help is very welcomed.  

THE MLHS NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY Students will be hosting 
a Red Cross Blood Drive on Monday, April 27 from 12:30 p.m. to 
5:30 p.m. Students can earn scholarships if we meet our quota of 
donors.    

THINK SPRING!!! Plants, herbs and flowers grown by students in 
the Martin Luther Jr/Sr High School Greenhouse will be available for 
purchase beginning May 2. They will also have Mother's Day hang-
ing baskets and patio plants for sale.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 2-6 No School Easter Break 

April 13-17 No School Spring Break 

April 16-18 Spring Rummage Sale 

 

 

 

 

CALL-EM-ALL 
OR 

TEXT-EM-ALL 
 
 

Register on our website’s 
Home page to be 

included any mass messages 
sent out to our members. 

(There is no need to sign up again 
if you have already registered.) 

You are able to choose 
whether you want 

a text or phone message. 
 

* * * * * 

www.splfairmont.org 

Pastoral Care at 
Mayo, Rochester  

Those hospitalized or receiving medical 
care at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN 
are now being cared for by the pastoral staff 
of Trinity Lutheran Church of Rochester. 
Members in need of pastoral care, please 
contact Pastor Nate Schwartz at 816-806-
6797 or chaplain@trinitylutheranchurch.org. 
The pastoral staff at Trinity is honored to 
assist you in caring for Christ’s sheep. 

There is also a list of LCMS pastors 
near other Minnesota hospitals that are 
willing to provide pastoral care, available by 
going to Minnesota South’s website at 
www.mnsdistrict.org, then select News & 
Events—Publications—E-News. 

mailto:chaplain@trinitylutheranchurch.org
http://www.mnsdistrict.org
http://www.mnsdistrict.org
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COCA-COLA GIVE PROGRAM — This fundraiser 
opens up new funding opportunities to help the 
learning environment for our students. The best 
part? Donations don’t come out of your own 
pocket. When you make Coca-Cola purchases, 
you simply enter the product codes here: https://
us.coca-cola.com/give/schools/ and then search 
by zip code, and scan or enter product codes from 
participating Coca-Cola products. Each product 
code scanned or entered on their website has a 
unique donation value. To learn more, go to 
https://us.coca-cola.com/give/. Thank you! 

HY-VEE & FAREWAY RECEIPTS: Save your 
Fairmont Hy-Vee and Fareway receipts – turn in to 
the collection bins located in the upstairs school 
corridor and church basement. For each $200,000 
in receipts collected from their store, they donate 
$1,000 to St. Paul Lutheran School. Receipts must 
be from Fairmont stores only; remember to thank 
the stores for this program when you shop! 

SUBWAY CARDS: If you purchase Subway 
cards, 2% of your purchase can go to SPLS. If you 
already have a card or when you purchase one, 
add our school’s code (3TQF) to your card at 
www.subway.com or call 1-800-564-1343. Subway 
cards can be purchased at any Subway and are 
redeemed at full purchase price when you eat at 
Subway. 

OTHER PROGRAMS: Scan Box Tops for 
Education receipts; save Tyson “Project A+ labels; 
and Pizza Ranch “wagon” symbols. We also 
collect used, workable cell phones.  

WE ALSO APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT of 
our other school fundraisers, such as the Tour of 
Tables/Cakewalk and Basket Fundraiser. 

THE SCHOOL ALSO collects aluminum pop tabs 
to help support the Ronald McDonald House in the 
Twin Cities. Families receiving care at any Twin 
Cities area hospital are eligible to stay there, 
provided their children are being treated for cancer 
or have other life-threatening illnesses and the 
family resides 45 miles or greater from the Twin 
Cities. Yearly, more than 600 families stay there. 

AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE 
IN THE CHURCH OFFICE... 

 

Sermons in Glass Hardcover Book — $50 (Limited Supply) 

St. Paul’s Culinary Classics (Red) Cookbook — Sale Price $10! 

Financial Peace University Book with 1-Year Online Membership — $80 — SALE! 

SPL School Cookbook — $10 

ESV Pew Bible — $17 

Lutheran Service Book, Pew Edition (Hymnal) — $30 

Luther’s Small Catechism — $20 

John Sagissor Limited Edition Print of Church — $20 

John Sagissor Note Cards (6 cards/env’s) — $10 

Several Varieties “This Is Most Certainly Brew” Coffee — $10-$15, as marked 

Hy-Vee Gift Cards (Quantities Limited, Various Denominations) 

  
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Providing a Quality 
Christian Education 

for 130 Years 
Accredited 

Small Class Size 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

(PreK-6)  

507.238.9492 

Thank you for keeping SPL School in your prayers! 

SPL Church En-
dowment Fund 

Committee 
Greg Gellert, 507-236-5901 (Treasurer) 

Rob True, 507-276-4651 (Secretary) 

Chuck Northwick, 507-236-0257 

Dave Johnson, 507-235-6953 

Larry Behrens, 507-848-4397 

Ed Ritter, 507-317-4487 

Jim Utermarck, 507-236-3942 (Chairman) 

Duane Rieland, 507-236-4442 

Ben Scheevel, 507-360-8609 

 

www.splfairmont.org 
then select Church Endowment Fund tab 

https://us.coca-cola.com/give/schools/
https://us.coca-cola.com/give/schools/
https://us.coca-cola.com/give/
http://www.subway.com
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God’s Blessings on Your Birthday! 
Thomas Hinrichs ......................................... Apr 1 

Erin Simpson ............................................... Apr 2 

Brett Meyeraan ............................................ Apr 3 

Kori Oskerson.............................................. Apr 4 

Nikki Bremer ............................................... Apr 4 

Jean Huttemeier ........................................... Apr 5 

Thomas Duer ............................................... Apr 5 

Lincoln Rosol .............................................. Apr 5 

Todd Morris ................................................. Apr 6 

Lisa Hansen ................................................. Apr 7 

Britnie Miller ............................................... Apr 7 

David Olson ................................................. Apr 9 

Etta Walden ................................................. Apr 9 

April Tordsen .............................................Apr 11 

Scott Carlson ..............................................Apr 12 

Dustin Theobald .........................................Apr 12 

Richard Schultz ..........................................Apr 12 

Clayton Hoefker .........................................Apr 13 

Elaine Ehrich ..............................................Apr 13 

Mark Bassett ...............................................Apr 13 

Benjamin Gratz ...........................................Apr 13 

Charles Maday ............................................Apr 14 

Calvin Bremer ............................................Apr 14 

Melodie Garbers .........................................Apr 14 

Eunice Ziemann ..........................................Apr 14 

Bonnie Redenius .........................................Apr 14 

Leslie Zarling .............................................Apr 15 

Donald Wohlrabe .......................................Apr 15 

Ruth Engelby ..............................................Apr 15 

Isla Simpson ...............................................Apr 16 

Ashlyn Redenius .........................................Apr 17 

Curtis Larson ..............................................Apr 18 

Lucas Rosburg ............................................Apr 18 

Matthew Sutphin ........................................Apr 18 

Mercedes Johnson ...................................... Apr 18 

Katherine Osborn ....................................... Apr 19 

Carmen Deling ........................................... Apr 19 

Matthew Northwick ................................... Apr 19 

Bradley Olson ............................................ Apr 19 

Jill Griese ................................................... Apr 20 

Abby Meade ............................................... Apr 20 

Douglas Wedel ........................................... Apr 20 

Julie Laue ................................................... Apr 20 

Crystal Lewis ............................................. Apr 20 

Cheryl Benck ............................................. Apr 20 

Harmony Sutphin ....................................... Apr 20 

Kathryn Schrader ....................................... Apr 22 

Bob Leet ..................................................... Apr 22 

Ruth Emery ................................................ Apr 24 

Christopher Osborn .................................... Apr 24 

Donna Lubenow ......................................... Apr 24 

Nyla Anderson ........................................... Apr 24 

Dayton Meacham ....................................... Apr 24 

Meela Nigon............................................... Apr 24 

Kathryn Simmering .................................... Apr 25 

Linda Bicknase........................................... Apr 25 

Gabrielle Klug ............................................ Apr 26 

Merle Boesch ............................................. Apr 26 

Nick Eversman ........................................... Apr 27 

Susan Benschoter ....................................... Apr 27 

Johana Seale ............................................... Apr 28 

Nicholas Bremer ........................................ Apr 29 

April Garrison ............................................ Apr 29 

Asher Osborn ............................................. Apr 29 

Livia McKean ............................................ Apr 30 

Deborah Swanson ...................................... Apr 30 

Betty Scheff ............................................... Apr 30 

James and Kathy Harley ........................ Apr 8 

Jack and Debra Coleman ..................... Apr 11 

Donald and Susan Brammeier ............. Apr 12 

James and Lois Glienke ....................... Apr 18 

Donald and Cindy Johnson .................. Apr 20 

Todd and Cathy Thiesse  ..................... Apr 22 

Justin and Melanie Preuss ................... Apr 26 

Royal and Bonnie Redenius ................. Apr 27 

Anthony and Deborah Bertram ............. Apr 27 

Rick and Mary Kay Smith ..................... Apr 28 

Erick Adachi-Robson and Mayu ........... Apr 29 

Alan and Angela Wohlrabe ................... Apr 30 
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"Jesus said 
to him, “I 
am the 
way, and 
the truth, 
and the 
life. No 
one comes 
to the 
Father 
except 
through 
me."  
~ John 

14:6  

 

THURSDAY, APRIL 2 
6:30 p.m. 

Maundy Thursday Service 
 

FRIDAY, APRIL 3 
1:00 & 6:30 p.m. 

Good Friday Services 
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 4 
5:30 p.m. 

Easter Vigil 
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 5 
9:00 a.m. 

Easter Service 
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