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ñWe Preach Christ Crucifiedò 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 The Lutheran ChurchðMissouri Synod (LCMS) will be meeting in 
convention from July 29-August 2 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. I will be there 
representing the Blue Earth Circuit of the Minnesota South District as the Voting 
Pastoral Delegate. (Dr. Tim Hamp is the Voting Lay Delegate.) The theme of the 
Convention is the title of this article, based on 1 Corinthians 1:23-24. ñWe preach 
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who 
are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
Godò (ESV). This reflects well the first objective of The LCMS Constitution: 
ñThe Synod, under Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions, shallð1. Conserve 
and promote unity of the true faith (Eph. 4:3-6; 1 Cor. 1:10), work through its 
official structure toward fellowship with other Christian church bodies, and 
provide a united defense against schism, sectarianism (Rom. 16:17), and 
heresyò (Article III.1). Our congregation as well as her pastors and commissioned 
teachers are members of the LCMS. 

 At the first mention of constitutions and bylaws eyes glaze over. Yet, these 
documents are signs of our love for each other. Our goal is to live together in 
peace and harmony in the church, which means that we agree, not only in doctrine 
and practice, but also in how we will work with and relate to each other for the 
good of the church and the carrying out of our mission of baptizing and teaching 
all nations. St. Paul encourages us: ñLet each of you look not only to his own 
interests, but also to the interests of othersò (Phil. 2:4). So every three years the 
Synod meets in convention to decide how to do this together. 

 The Synod is divided into Districts (mostly geographically, but with some 
exceptions). Our congregation is a part of the Minnesota South District, which 
encompasses the southern third of the State (approximately). The District also 
meets once every three years, the year before the Synod convention. Each parish 
in the District is represented at its convention by two voting delegates, one pastor 
and one lay. Districts are divided into Circuits of congregations, which elect one 
pastor and one lay delegate to represent them at the Synod convention. 

 The business of Synod conventions includes the election of Synod-wide 
officers, board and commission members, and  considering proposed changes to 
the Constitution and Bylaws and resolutions that address areas of our ñwalk 
togetherò (a literal definition of the word ñsynodò): national witness; international 
witness; mercy; life together, theology and church relations; pastoral ministry and 
seminaries; university education; finance; structure and administration; 
ecclesiastical supervision and dispute resolution; church and culture; schools, 
family, young adults, and youth. One of the biggest issues facing the Synod 
convention is deciding how our Concordia Universities relate to the Synod as 
ñagenciesò of the LCMS, especially since Concordia University Texas has sought 
to become free from oversight by the Synod.  

 Please pray for the delegates in convention as we seek to do Godôs will as The 
Lutheran ChurchðMissouri Synod. 

In Christ, 
Pastor Bertram 
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Weather  

Policy    
 If the weather is questionable, 

or if for some other reason you are 

wondering whether church services 

will be held or not, please check 

our websiteôs Home page at 

www.splfairmont.org or call the 

CHURCH OFFICE (238-9491) 

before leaving home and listen to 

the entire first message on the 

answering machine (do not press 

ñ4ò). 

 

If services are cancelled, an 

announcement will be made in 

place of the standard message 

WHENEVER POSSIBLE. If you 

do not hear a message cancelling 

services, then they will go on as 

scheduled. 

 

SEPTEMBER 
NEWSLETTER/ 
CALENDAR 
DEADLINE 

 

Sunday, August 20 
 

Email splcoffice@splfairmont.org 

Worship Services & Bible Studies: 
 

Worship Services: 
Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. & Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Adult Bible Class & Young Family Bible Studies: 
Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 

Other Worship Opportunities: 
 

Sundays, 9:00 am  
Worship Service Livestream 

(or watch on demand any time on our website) 
 

Sundays, 10:00 am 
Worship Service broadcast on KSUM 

 
Saturdays, 12:00 noon 

Worship Service on 
local cable access channel 12 

3rd Annual Gala Event 
 
 Did you know that the Gala Committee is already making plans for the 
3rd Annual Gala Event to be held on November 3, 2023? 

 We are always so 
impressed by the 
creativity and generosity 
of our church and school 
family. Please be 
thinking of how you may 
help this year. 

 Donations and 
auction items can be 
received at any time. 
Please contact Kathy 
Eyerly (507-230-0402) or 
Nancy Ritter (507-236-
0373) for further 
information. 

Martin County Fair 
August 14-20 

 

Hope to see you at the 
SPL Foodstand! 

http://www.splfairmont.org/music.html
mailto:splcoffice@splfairmont.org
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Meetings are the 3rd Wednesday 
of the month. Below is a listing of the 

Council of Deacons. If you have a concern, 
you may contact any one of the following: 

 
POSITION 
  Name (Years) Phone 
 
CHAIRMAN 
  Justin Jobe (1) ..................................... 236-2276 
 
SECRETARY 
  Richard Eyerly (2) ................................ 238-1802 
 
BUDGET & FINANCE 
  Corey Simpson (3) ........................ 605-480-1982 
 
CALLING DEACON 
   Dan Driscoll (3) ................................... 525-4490 
 
CALLING DEACON 
  Richard Behrens (1) ............................. 236-4955 
 
CALLING DEACON 
  Jamie Tordsen (3) ................................ 230-0186 
 
EVANGELISM 
  Rod Elbert (1) ............................... 320-894-6882 
 
PARISH MINISTRIES 
  Duane Rosburg (1) .............................. 920-9797 
 
SCHOOL 
  Matt Singleton (2) ................................ 848-0324 
 
STEWARDSHIP 
  Jeff Eversman (3) ................................ 236-9140 
 
TRUSTEES 
  Merle Boesch (2) ................................. 236-4641 
 
WORSHIP ASSISTANCE 
  Matt Northwick (2) ................................ 236-1531 
 

* * * * * 

 
PRESIDENT 
  Chuck Northwick .................................. 236-0257 
 
SECRETARY 
  Pam Carlson ........................................ 236-5347 
 
TREASURER 
  Brad Appel ........................................... 236-8455 

You may also view the volunteer schedules on our website at www.splfairmont.org 
 

 

Altar Guild 
August 5-6 ........................................................... Bonnie Taplin, Heather Taplin 

August 19-20 ........................... Sara Utermarck, Jodi Hackett, Anna Utermarck 

August 26-27 ......................................................... Deb Eversman, Lori Chirpich 

 

 

Ushers 
9:00 a.m.ðBruce Peymann, Merle Boesch, Doug Closs, Terry Leiding, Chuck 

Schaefer, Chuck Schrader, Don Wohlrabe, Jeff Zarling, Rob True, Larry 

Behrens, Forrest Hungerholt, Justin Jobe, Ben Rosol, Dale Ruschy, Matt 

Singleton, Ryan Singleton, Jacob Singleton. 
 

 

Worship Service Assistants 
Sat., August 5, 5:30 p.m. ............................................. Rob True, Larry Behrens 

Sun., August 6, 9:00 a.m. ........................................ Jamie Tordsen, Justin Jobe 

Sat., August 12, 5:30 p.m. ......................................... Jim Harley, Jeff Eversman 

Sun., August 13, 9:00 a.m. ....................................... Merle Boesch, Josh Laven 

Sat., August 19, 5:30 p.m. ...................................... Jon Eversman, Dave Kumm 

Sun., August 20, 9:00 a.m. ............................. Joe Kallemeyn, Dylan Kallemeyn 

Sat., August 26, 5:30 p.m. ..................... Matthew Northwick, Charles Northwick 

Sun., August 27, 9:00 a.m. ....................................... Justin Jobe, Merle Boesch 
 

 

Sunday Greeters 

August 6 ........................ David & Lois Johnson, Dawn Waterbury, Deb DeBoer 

August 13 ........................... Greg & Jill Denton, Shirley Roloff, Connie Garrison 

August 20 ........................................ Russ & Joan Luedtke, Rod & Peggy Elbert 

August 27 ............................. Terry & Judy Leiding, Bonnie Taplin, Lowell Spee 
                                      

 

Fun Bags 
Refill bags anytime during the week after Sunday listed below 

 

August 6 ................................................................................... Sarah Odegaard 

August 13 ...................................................................................... April Tordsen 

August 20 ..................................................................................... Chris Engelby 

August 27 .................................................................................... Angela Preuss 
 

 

Attendance Cards/Pencils 
Refill cards & sharpen pencils at least monthly (or as needed) 

Deb Eversman and Amy Anders  

(Ruth, Ashley, and Emily Engelby, Subs) 

Thank you, volunteers! 

https://www.splfairmont.org/volunteer-schedules.html
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Raise Money for 
SPLS through 
RaiseRight 

 

The purpose of RaiseRight fundraising 
is to fundraise while you shop!  

 

Raise money for St. Paul Lutheran 
School (or a specific family in our 
school) just by purchasing gas, 
groceries, and other items with these gift 
cards. You receive the full value of what 
you paid plus you earn an immediate 
rebate percentage of what you spent ð 
typically between 3% and 15%, 
depending on the retailer.  

Use the proceeds to supplement the 
school budget, or families can receive 
credit toward tuition & other school 
expenses.  

Go to RaiseRight.com and use our 
enrollment code 24271B1C5147L to get 
started.  

Questions?  Contact Joan Abel at 

jabel@splfairmont.org or 507-236-9521.   

Define Your Life by How You Give 
Winston Churchill reportedly said that ñwe make a living by what we get, 

but we make a life by what we give.ò According to Churchill, our lives are 
defined not by what we have gotten, but by what we give away. 

Our Lordôs life is defined in this way. He gave completely of Himself for 
us. He became man for us. He taught the truth of Godôs Word. He healed those 
with many and various diseases. He died the death that we deserved for our 
sins. He gave of Himself in order to save 
us from sin, death, and hell. And so it is 
that by giving completely of Himself, He 
got for Himself us, making us citizens of 
His eternal kingdom by grace. 

As it was for Jesus, so it also is for us. 
We get more from giving than we do 
from simply getting. Giving softens our 
hearts and frees us from the grip which 
the worries of this world and making a 
living has on us. For when we are 
singularly focused on making a living, we 
are singularly focused on what we get. 
That mindset begins to bleed into all areas 
of our lives ð our relationships with 
friends and family, with neighbors and 
coworkers, and with the Lord. It shifts our 
focus from asking the question, ñHow can I be a friend, family member, 
neighbor, and servant to others,ò to asking the question, ñWhat have they done 
for me lately?ò We become more selfish instead of selfless. 

But when we give, we do not have less, we do not become less; rather, we 
have more and become more. When we give, we join in the bond of friendship 
and family, the bond of service to those around us out of love for them. And 
love is the fulfillment of the Law. It is the nature of God Himself, for God is 
Love. Thus, we are participating in the divine nature. As Jesus said, ñIt is more 
blessed to give than to receiveò (Acts 20:35). 

~ LCMS Stewardship Ministry 
lcms.org/stewardship 

ñPromised Restò MN South District 
Retreat at Camp Omega Sept. 16  
 Come get away, relax, and be 
comforted by Godôs real and 
present peace as author and 
speaker Michelle Diercks leads us 
in her Bible study Promised Rest 
at Camp Omega in Waterville. 

 This one-day Womenôs 
Retreat on Saturday, Sept. 16, 
with optional Friday night 
activities, is open to all women (junior high age and older). The LWML 
MN South District is hosting this fabulously refreshing event. Go to 
www.mnslwml.org/2023_district_retreat for more information and 
registration. 

 Deadline to register is August 25th. 

Youôre Invited! 

COFFEE 
HOUR 

Tuesdays in August 
 

at St. Johnôs Lutheran 
Church in Sherburn 

 

8:30  
to 
10:00 
a.m. 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry
http://www.mnslwml.org/2023_district_retreat
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Mark Your 
Calendar 

 
Dates/times subject to change 

 

 

 

 
 

Each woman of the LCMS 
is a part of the LWML 

 
Lutheran Womenôs 
Missionary League, 

as the official womenôs auxiliary 
of the LCMS, encourages 
and equips women to live out 
their Christian lives in active 
mission ministries and to 
support global missions. 

 
 

Lutheran 
Laymenôs League

Charity Club 
(Subject to change) 

 
Activity Days 
August 8 & 9 

 
August MeetingðTBD 

 

 

SJL Sherburn Planning Branson Trip 
 St. Johnôs Lutheran Church of Sherburn is 
planning a trip to Branson, MO, and there is room on 
the bus in case you are interested in going along! It 
will be November 26-December 1, and includes eight 
shows, five dinners, five breakfasts, one lunch, and 
five hotel nights at a cost of $825/person with double 
occupancy, or $975 with single occupancy. For more 
information, contact Mary Johnson, cell (507) 399-
1424 or email johnsonmk1111@gmail.com. Sign-up 
now or before the August 15th deadline; $400 
deposit due August 25th; balance due October 25th. 


