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“Jesus Christ as both Creator and Reconciler of the Universe” 

 

Colossae: a city near Laodicea in the region of Phrygia (currently southwestern Turkey), about 

100 miles east of Ephesus. Epaphras may have been the founding missionary under Paul’s 

supervision while staying in Ephesus for three years (AD 53-55). The congregation appears to be 

a mix of Gentile and Jewish Christians. There are obvious connections between this letter and 

Paul’s letters to Ephesus and Philemon. 

 

Paul’s Third Missionary Journey (Acts 16:1-21:15) 

 
 

Occasion of Writing: Epaphras, who was in prison with Paul (4:12) brought the apostle word of 

a heresy which was troubling the congregation. Paul wrote the letter to guide the members away 

from this heresy to the truth. 

 

The Colossian Heresy: There seems to be a Jewish element to the heresy since Paul points to 

Jewish practices (2:11), festivals (2:16), and dietary scruples (2:20). Paul’s use of terms like 

“fullness” (1:19, 2:9-10) and “knowledge” (2:3), “wisdom” and “understanding” (1:6, 9-10, 27, 

28; 2:2-3, 23: 3:22), and “perfection” (1:28; 3:14; 4:12) shows similarities of a heresy that 

described as “Gnosticism” of the second and third centuries AD.  

 



 

Gnosticism’s Typical Tenets (Pp 8-12) 

 

Since god is pure spirit, matter (the flesh) is inherently evil. The origin of matter is the result 

of a series of emanations that came from god. Each successive emanation is less than its 

predecessor, given names such as, “aeons, thrones, dominions, rulers, or authorities.” The 

name “fullness” is sometimes applied to god alone or the total pantheon of deities emanating 

from him. The last emanation, the “Demiurge,” was so inferior that he carried out the 

horrible act of creating the material (evil) world, intended to be imperishable and immortal, 

but it was not.  

 

In this scheme, redemption involves escape from the material to the spiritual to become 

unified with god, who is pure spirit. This is what is meant by becoming “perfect.” This 

escape is accomplished by attaining “knowledge” (gnosis), realized at the time of physical 

death, and the spirit departing from its evil flesh. This knowledge is hidden from humanity 

and must be revealed by the redeemer, which is identified as one of the “emanations,” who 

himself had to be redeemed first.  

 

Gnostics put great stress on the hidden and secret nature of the saving knowledge 

(“mysteries”), which they maintained could only be revealed through their philosophy. 

Possession of this knowledge gave the enlightened spirit the ability to pass through the 

various emanations until uniting with god. Those without this knowledge were either 

annihilated or eternally punished or later reincarnated to seek this knowledge. 

 

The attitude of the Gnostics toward the material led them to hold one or the other of two 

different (and contradictory) views toward life in this world. Some Gnostics insisted on the 

strictest asceticism (sexual activity and certain foods forbidden) to tame the flesh, lest 

contamination with worldly things pollute one’s spirit. Others claimed that since matter and 

the flesh had no place in redemption, one with knowledge could live as licentiously as he 

pleased. In general, Gnostics regarded themselves as superior to those who did not have 

knowledge and frequently would have nothing to do with them. 

 

These tenets of Gnosticism required its adherents to neglect or even to deny the incarnation 

of Christ and interpret His death and resurrection in some other fashion than as events in 

history. The resurrection of the redeemed also had to be “spiritualized” or as otherwise 

already having taken place. The Epistle to the Colossians stresses the deity and incarnation of 

Christ as well as His victory over the “powers” and “authorities” while teaching that Christ’s 

work in the flesh, His suffering and death on the cross, and His resurrection in the body 

determined how Christians live by faith in this world. 

 

Gnostics attempted to harmonize their philosophy with Christian concepts and/or vocabulary 

by incorporating Neo-Platonism. The appeal of Gnosticism to the Greek culture of the day 

was its’ “intellectual sophistication” as well as being “trendy.” Its “theology of glory” over 

against Christianity’s “theology of the cross” also appealed.  

 

 



Date and Place of Composition: Paul was in prison while he wrote (4:3, 10, & 18). Three 

possible locations have been proposed. 1) Caesarea (AD 57-58) Acts. 24:27, but those people 

mentioned in the Epistle are not mentioned in that context; 2) Rome (AD 60-61) Acts 28:30-31, 

when Paul had some freedom while imprisoned; 3) Ephesus (AD 53-55) Acts 19:8, 10, 1 Cor. 

15:32. Rome seems the most likely location, though we cannot know for sure and cannot base 

interpretation of the text of the letter on any one location. 

 

 

Outline (Page 15) 
 

I. Kerygma 

 A. Salutation (1:1-2) 

 B. Overture (1:3-20) 

  1. Thanksgiving and Report (1:3-8) 

  2. The Source of Knowledge: Reason for Intercession (1:9-14) 

  3. The Christ Hymn: Creation and Reconciliation (1:15-20) 

 C. Main Exposition and Resolution (1:21-2:23) 

  1. The Ministry of Reconciliation (1:21-29) 

  2. True Knowledge (2:1-5) 

  3.  The Fullness of Christ (2:6-15) 

  4. True Freedom (2:16-23) 

II. Paraenesis 

 A. The Christian Life (3:1-4:6) 

  1. Death and Life (3:1-4) 

  2. Put Off and Put On (3:5-17) 

  3. The Table of Duties (3:18-4:1) 

  4. Watch and Pray (4:7-18) 

 B. Concluding Matters (4:7-18) 

 

 


