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“We Are All Beggars”
Dear Friends in Christ,

February is not my favorite month. In Minnesota, February’s mostly cloudy
and gloomy days are endured because the chill of winter is starting to fade and
there is hope for the start of springtime in March.

On December 17, 1545, Martin Luther completed his lectures on Genesis that
had started more than ten years before in 1535. Before he began them, he made a
comment that was prophetic. “I shall linger over the exposition of this book and
shall die in the process of doing so.” On the last day of his lectures, commenting
on the death and burial of Joseph in chapter 50, he closed by saying to his class,
“This is now the dear Genesis. God grant that after me others will do better. I can
do no more. I am weak. Pray God for me that He may grant me a good and
blessed last hour” (AE 8, pg. x, 333). Thirty-one days later, February 18, Luther
died in the town
of his birth, Eisleben, helping to resolve a family squabble between Saxon princes.

After spending a couple days secluded in a guest room, his end came quickly.
When his strength started to fail, Luther kept repeating John 3:16 himself, “For
God so loved the world that He gave His only Son...” His heart gave out around
3:00 AM that morning. Going through his pockets they found a scrap of paper
with his handwritten notes, which ended, “Hoc est verum [Latin]. Wir sind alle
Bettler [German].” (English: “This is true. We are all beggars.”)

Luther had practiced what he taught in his Small Catechism on the 7 th
Petition, “But deliver us from evil... We pray in this petition, in summary, that
our Father in heaven would rescue us from every evil of body and soul,
possessions and reputation, and finally, when our last hour comes, give us a
blessed in, and graciously take us from this valley of sorrows (vale of tears) to
Himself in heaven.”

“We are all beggars.” We are reminded of blind Bartimaeus begging on the
road from Jericho to Jerusalem, who, when he heard Jesus was passing by on the
way to celebrate the Passover with many other Jewish pilgrims, cried out, “Jesus,
Son of David, have mercy on me!” (Mk 10:47). Jesus healed him, and Bartimaeus
followed Jesus. Was he there a week later at Golgotha to see with his newly
restored sight Jesus die on the cross Scripture does not tell us.

“We are all beggars.” Beggars have nothing and need everything. Beggars like
us can boast of nothing in ourselves, but we can boast in Christ. “Far be it from
me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Gal. 6:14). Beggars at
the cross of Jesus are saved. Our boast is
that He died for our sins and was raised for our justification. Confessing that “we
are all beggars” is not something hopeless, but full of hope in Jesus, who saved us.

As February begins and we begin to hope for the coming of spring, like the
beggar Bartimaeus, Jesus passes by to save us. Like, Bartimaeus, we can walk
with Jesus through the winter of Lent to the spring of Easter.

In Christ,
Pastor Bertram
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If the weather is questionable,
or if for some other reason you are
wondering whether church services
will be held or not, please check
our website’s Home page at
www.splfairmont.org or call the
CHURCH OFFICE (507-238-
9491) before leaving home and
listen to the entire first message on
the answering machine (do not
press “4”).

If services are cancelled, an
announcement will be made in
place of the standard message
WHENEVER POSSIBLE. If you
do not hear a message cancelling
services, then they will go on as
scheduled.

FEBRUARY
NEWSLETTER/
CALENDAR
DEADLINE

Sunday, February 16

Email pmeinert@splfairmont.org

~~ Luth Y W

QD PRAYER SERVICE 2025

Matthew 5:1-12

LWML St. Paul Lutheran invites you to attend the
2025 LWML Prayer Service either in-person or watch via

video streaming on the church’s website.
Thursday, February 6th @ 1:30 p.m.

The Service will be led by Pastor Anthony Bertram and assisted
by one of our LWML Representatives.

The 2025 Prayer Service is based on the Beatitudes, found in Matthew
5:1-12.

The Beatitudes are some of the most beloved words of Jesus. In them,
Jesus highlights people in various situations of life, situations that are not
always easy to endure — or even envision — as a child of God. Yet, our

Lord calls the people in each condition “blessed” and assures each of

them
of their place in the kingdom of heaven. As you hear the precious
Beatitudes from our Lord and pray for people in the various stages of life,
may you indeed be blessed and encouraged in your life of faith. May your
mind be drawn to the work of Christ, His life, and His death and
resurrection which bless you each day until He brings you home to the
kingdom of heaven forever.

Worship Services & Bible Studies:

Worship Services:
Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. & Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

Adult Bible Class, Sunday School, Youth Bible Class & Youth Family Bible Studies, etc.
Sundays at 10:15 a.m.

Other Worship Opportunities:

Sundays, 9:00 am
Worship Service Livestream
(or watch on demand any time on our website)

Sundays, 10:00 am
Worship Service broadcast on KSUM

Saturdays, 12:00 noon
Worship Service on
local cable access channel 12

www.splfairmont.org

2



http://www.splfairmont.org/music.html
mailto:pmeinert@splfairmont.org
mailto:pmeinert@splfairmont.org

CALL To SERVICE

February 2025

Volume 56, Issue 2

This Month’s Faithful Servants

You may also view the volunteer schedules on our website at www.splfairmont.org

Altar Guild
Feb. 1-2 e Deb Eversman, Lori Chirpich
Feb.8-9.............cccc DeAnn Eversman, Julie Wolf, Nikki Bremer, Peg Elbert
Feb. 15-16......ccccoii Joan Luedtke, Amy Anders, Russ Luedtke
Feb.22-23 ..o Kathy Eyerly, Barb Matthees, Sandy Kopeschka

.......................................................................... Adylen Laven, Alexis Sundeen

Ushers
YEAR-ROUND Saturdays, 5:30 p.m.—Dan Maday, Lee Stewart
February Sundays, 9 a.m.—Tyler Garrison, Parker Garrison, Chuck
Northwick, Dan Simmering, Jim Harley, Duane Rieland, Nathan Anders, Roger
Carlson, Spencer Chirpich, Dennis Hagen, John Pruess

If you would be interested in serving as an usher,
please call Head Usher Dylan Kallemeyn, 507-236-6223.

Worship Service Assistants

Sat, Feb. 1,5:30 p.mM...ccccvreeeiiiiiiiiine. Richard Behrends, Dylan Kallemeyn
Sun., Feb. 2, 9:00 @M. ..o Brad Appel
Sat., Feb. 8,5:30 p.mM. oo Joe Kallemeyn, Jim Harley
Sun., Feb.9,9:00 am....ccccevveeiiiiiiieiiieiiieeeeeeeeeeeens Josh Laven, Jamie Tordsen
Sat.,, Feb. 15, 5:30 p.M. . Jeff Eversman, Jim Harley
Sun., Feb. 16, 9:00 a.M......cocvvviiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee Jim Utermarck
Sat., Feb. 22, 5:30 p.M...covveeiiiiiiiieeee e Larry Behrens, David Kumm
Sun., Feb. 23, 9:00 .M. ..o e Jim Harley
Acolytes

Allison Steuber, Preston Redenius, Kellan Day

Sunday Greeters

Feb. 2 Nathan & Amy Anders, Dennis Hagen
Feb. O Norm & Vi Gratz, Dawn Waterbury
Feb. 16 . Terry & Judy Leiding, Deb Bertram
Feb. 23 ., Stan & Sharon Block. Amy Brinkman
Fun Bags
Refill bags anytime during the week after Sunday listed below
1St SUNAAY/MO ... Sarah Becker
2Nd SUNAAY/MO ... April Tordsen
3rd SUNAAY/MO .....eiiiiiieee e s Chris Engelby
4th SUNAAY/MO ... Angela Preuss
5th Sunday/Mo ............cceeee. Joan Abel (school yr.); Ruth Engelby (summer)

Attendance Cards/Pencils
Refill cards & sharpen pencils at least monthly (or as needed)
Deb Eversman, Diane Schaefer, Amy Anders
(Ruth Engelby and Richard Schultz, Subs)

Saturday Funeral Volunteer
Josh Laven

Council of Deacons

Meetings are the 3rd Wednesday
of the month. Below is a listing of the
Council of Deacons. If you have a concern,
you may contact any one of the following:

POSITION

Name (Years) Phone
CHAIRMAN

Matt Northwick (1)......cocereereereeeene. 507-236-1531
SECRETARY

Richard Eyerly (1) ...oovererrerrerneene. 507-238-1802
BUDGET & FINANCE

Corey Simpson (2).......cccovevreeneen. 605-480-1982
CALLING DEACON

Doug Closs (3)....cvereerrreeeenreereeens 507-456-1917
CALLING DEACON

Merle Boesch (1) vvveevveeeereeerienns 507-236-4641
CALLING DEACON

Larry Krenz (3).....coovvveereenneineeens 507-236-5616
EVANGELISM

Rod EIbert (3) ....ovevverereerrereereeeene. 320-894-6882
PARISH MINISTRIES

Dan Driscoll (2) ...c.ovvveverreenerirenene 507-525-4490
SCHOOL

Matt Singleton (1) ......ccovvvveincene. 507-848-0324
STEWARDSHIP

Jeff Eversman (2) ......cccocovevneene. 507-236-9140
TRUSTEES

Mike Schroeder (3) .......cocvenennee 515-341-1167
WORSHIP ASSISTANCE

Jamie Tordsen (2) .....c.cccovveeunenee. 507-230-0186

k ok k ok k

Congregational Assembly

PRESIDENT

Chuck Northwick...........cccoevieinennee 507-236-0257
SECRETARY

Pam Carlson.......c.ccovevvieeninnreenn. 507-236-5347
TREASURER

Brad Appel ..o 507-236-8455

www.splfairmont.org
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SPL,

SPL Gear Store

The SPL Gear Store has
been updated and includes
many designs. Now’s a great
time to make sure to get your
Falcon gear ordered!

There are toddler through
adult sizes of t-shirts and
sweatshirts in a variety of
colors and designs, as well as
hats, mugs, tumblers, tote bags,
and backpacks available.

All of these items would
make great gifts, too!

tvivmn.chipply.com/spl/

ﬁ ‘

Lutheran Laymen’s League

The LLL will meet Saturday, February 1st, 9:00 a.m., at The Ranch
Restaurant. All members and those interested in the work of the LLL are
welcome to attend. See you there!

I— v o

SPL School Basketball Schedules

FEBRUARY

213 Home (SPL fmt.) vs. Gen. Class. Acad.—4:30 p.m. B girls, 5:30 p.m. B boys
2/4 Away vs. SPL St. James—6:00 p.m. A girls, 7:00 p.m. A boys

2/6 Home (SPL Fmt.) vs. Trinity Janesville—4:30 p.m. B girls, 5:30 p.m. B boys
2/7-8  Home SPL Fairmont B Boys/B Girls Tournament

211 Away vs. Trinity Janesville—6:00 p.m. A girls, 7:00 p.m. A boys

213 Away vs. Imm. Mankato—6:00 p.m. A girls, 7:00 p.m. A boys

2/14-15 Away Imm. Courtland A Boys/A Girls Tournament

2/21-23 Away Roch. Luth. A Boys/A Girls Tournament????

A tA
L YH ELR TR

WANTED MORE PEN PALS FOR OUR SHUT-INS. Suggestions for potential
volunteers. You will get their name, address, phone number, and birthday. Send a card
or letter on most major holidays/events (Valentine’s Day, etc.) and their birthday. First
card tell a little about yourself, and let them know you are also a member of SPL Church/
School, and are thinking of them. If you would like to call them instead, please do so.
Volunteers to be a pen pal may contact Kathy Eyerly at 507-230-0402. Thank you!
Stewardship Board

www.splfairmont.org 4
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“Christ’s Life, and Love, and Light”

Open our eyes Lord to see Your love’s intent,

To know with minds and hearts its depth and height

May thankfulness be days in service spent

Reflection of Christ’s life, and love, and light. (LSB 788)

As stewards enter the month of February, it is fitting that we look at the last
stanza of the stewardship hymn, “Forgive Us, Lord, for Shallow

Thankfulness” (LSB 788). It is in these words that we see that the heart of
stewardship is indeed love. Love has flowed from our Lord to us in the person
and work of Jesus Christ. This love is then to flow from us to others. Being a
conduit of love is really the central task of what it means to be a steward. The
Lord entrusts us with His love that reconciles us to Himself, so that we might be
stewards of the Gospel reconciliation that is freely given through us to those
around us.

If we don’t see this love from God to us, then through us, to others, our eyes will
be closed not just to the needs of those around us. They will also be closed to the
very heart of the Gospel itself. This is why the hymnist prays that the Lord would
“Open our eyes, Lord, to see Your love’s intent, To know with minds and hearts
its depth and height.”

Only when we are immersed in God’s Holy Word, washed in Holy Baptism’s life
-giving water and fed on the holy, precious, body and blood of Jesus in the Holy
Supper, will the Spirit be able to open our eyes to see the Lord’s loving intent for
us, and those we know and love. Sin blinds us. It makes us think that we are the
center of our world, and our pleasure is the key.

In the Word, the Lord shows us the depth and height of His love. The depth of
that love is what moved Him from His throne in heaven into our world. There He
would don our human flesh, walk the dusty roads of Palestine, and set His face
toward Jerusalem. Once there we get to see the height of His love, as He is
elevated on a Roman cross to die a death that we deserve. But that would not be
the end. He would be lowered into a tomb for three days. On that third day we
then see the heights of love ascended to in His resurrection. This resurrection is
already ours too!

The depth and height of this love poured out on us by the Holy Spirit then is
distributed through us to others. Christ’s servant love is shown in our servant
love. The hymn utters the prayer of every Christian steward:

May thankfulness be days in service spent
Reflection of Christ’s life, and love, and light.

This is the task for which stewards were originally created. Bearing the image of
creation and redemption, we reflect Christ’s love to those around us. The light of
Christ shining through us to others is the true stewardship to which we are called.
It takes place in our homes. It is lived out in our workplaces and classrooms. As
we bear the life, love and light received in Word and Sacrament, we carry it out in
service to our neighbor and for the glory of God!

Forgive us, Lord, when our stewardship of thankfulness is shallow or lacking! Fill
us with Your life, love and light! Not just for us, but through us to those we know
and love, that they may know Your life, love and light for them!

~LCMS Stewardship Ministry
lcms.org/stewardship

Mark Your
Calendar

Dates/times subject to change

Circles

Clara Circle
Feb. 12, 1:30 p.m.
Fellowship Room

Eve Circle
Feb. 10, 7:00 p.m.
Fellowship Room

* % % k %

LWML
Feb. 6, 1:30 p.m.
LWML Prayer Service

Each woman of the LCMS
is a part of the LWML

Lutheran Women’s
Missionary League,
as the official women’s auxiliary
of the LCMS, encourages
and equips women to live out
their Christian lives in active
mission ministries and to
support global missions.

* % % k %

Lutheran
Laymen’s League
Saturday, February 1

9:00 a.m.
The Ranch Restaurant

www.splfairmont.org
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BAll—EﬁM-All
TEXT-EM-ALL

Register on our website’s
Home page to be
included any mass messages
sent out to our members.
(There is no need to sign up again
if you have already registered.)

You are able to choose
whether you want
a text or phone message.

* % % * %

www.splfairmont.org

Pastoral Care at
Mayo, Rochester

Those hospitalized or receiving medical
care at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN
are now being cared for by the pastoral staff
of Trinity Lutheran Church of Rochester.
Members in need of pastoral care, please
contact Pastor Nate Schwartz at 816-806-
6797 or chaplain@trinitylutheranchurch.org.
The pastoral staff at Trinity is honored to
assist you in caring for Christ's sheep.

There is also a list of LCMS pastors
near other Minnesota hospitals that are
willing to provide pastoral care, available by
going to Minnesota South’s website at
www.mnsdistrict.org, then select News &
Events—Publications—E-News.

MLHS News

Office Hours:
7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. ~ Monday through Friday
Phone: 507-436-5249 « www.martinlutherhs.com
This is Most Certainly Brew Gourmet Coffee is available at
MLHS or in the SPL church office. For more information, call
MLHS.

The Dinner Auction committee at Martin Luther Jr/Sr High

School, Northrop is looking for donations of new items, handmade

creations, unique packages, stay and plays, or gift certificates for
the OH! What a KNIGHT Dinner Auction that will be held on
Saturday, April 5. Notification and pictures are appreciated before
March 10th. Save the date for a fun evening at MLHS!

The MLHS Junior Class will host a Waffle Feed on Sunday,
February 16 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. They will be serving all-you-
can-eat waffles and all the trimmings. Cost is a free-will donation.

New students and their families are invited to "Getting to
Know You Night" at Martin Luther Jr/Sr High School on
Wednesday, February 26 at 6:00 p.m. Students will give tours,
current parents will be on hand to answer questions, classrooms
will be open, teachers will be available for questions, and a light
supper will be served. Everyone is welcome.

All students are invited to 5th & 6th Step UP Day at Martin
Luther Jr/Sr High School on Friday, February 28 at 9:30 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. There will be classroom tours, pizza lunch and the
MLHS Talent Show. Please call 507-436-5249 to register

by February 21.

www.splfairmont.org
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School Fundraisers

COCA-COLA GIVE PROGRAM — This fundraiser
opens up new funding opportunities to help the
learning environment for our students. The best
part? Donations don’t come out of your own
pocket. When you make Coca-Cola purchases,

< ’*/,,’ you simply enter the product codes here: https:/
\: e us.coca-cola.com/give/schools/ and then search

(1 : by zip code, and scan or enter product codes from
participating Coca-Cola products. Each product
code scanned or entered on their website has a
Providing a Quality unique donation value. To learn more, go to
Christian Education ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOOL https://us.coca-cola.com/give/. Thank you!
for 130 Years (PreK-8) RAISERIGHT FUNDRAISING: Raise money for

Sm/gilcge/gé fg'ize 5 0 7. 92 3 8. 9 49 2 St. Paul Lutheran School (or a specific family in

our school) just by purchasing gas, groceries, and
other items with these gift cards. You receive the

H i full value of what you paid plus you earn an
Thank you for keep Ing SPL School in your pray ers! immediate rebate percentage of what you spent —
typically between 3-15%, depending on the
retailer. Use the proceeds to supplement the
school budget, or families can receive credit

vi

AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE toward tuition and other school expenses. Go to
RaiseRight.com and use our enrollment code
IN THE CHURCH OFFICE... 24271B1C5147L to get started. Questions?
Contact Joan Abel, jabel@splfairmont.org or 507-

Sermons in Glass Hardcover Book — $50 (Limited Supply)
St. Paul's Culinary Classics (Red) Cookbook — Sale Price $10!

236-9521.
HY-VEE & FAREWAY RECEIPTS: Save your

Financial Peace University Book with 1-Year Online Membership — $80 — SALE! Fairmont Hy-Vee and Fareway receipts — turn in to
SPL School Cookbook — $10 the collection bins located in the upstairs school

. corridor and church basement. For each $200,000
ESV Pew Bible — $17 in receipts collected from their store, they donate
Lutheran Service Book, Pew Edition (Hymnal) — $30 $1,000 to St. Paul Lutheran School. Receipts must
Luther's Small Catechism — $20 be from Fairmont stores only; remember to thank

the stores for this program when you shop!

John Sag!ssor Limited Edition Print of Cyhurch —$20 SUBWAY CARDS: If you purchase Subway
John Sagissor Note Cards (6 cards/env’s) — $10 cards, 2% of your purchase can go to SPLS. If you
Several Varieties “This Is Most Certainly Brew” Coffee — $10 or $11, as marked already have a card or when you purchase one,

add our school's code (3TQF) to your card at
www.subway.com or call 1-800-564-1343. Subway
cards can be purchased at any Subway and are
redeemed at full purchase price when you eat at
Subway.

/ S P L C h urc h E n '\ OTHER PROGRAMS: Scan Box Tops for

Hy-Vee Gift Cards (Quantities Limited, Various Denominations)

A ﬂ Education receipts; save Tyson “Project A+ labels;
“ S d owme nt F un d and Pizza Ranch “wagon” symbols. We also
& ' C .tt collect used, workable cell phones.
ﬂ ) ommittee WE ALSO APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT of
" PLANT A SEED our other school fundraisers, such as the Tour of
’ ATE A Greg Gellert, 507-238-2190 Tables/Cakewalk and Basket Fundraiser.
Rob True, 507-276-4651 THE SCHOOL ALSO collects aluminum pop tabs
M Chuck Northwick. 507-235-3409 to help support the Ronald McDonald House in the
! Twin Cities. Families receiving care at any Twin
St Paul Evangelical Lutheran Dave Johnson, 507-235-6953 Cities area hospital are eligible to stay there,
Church Endowment Fund Larry Behrens, 507-235-9239 provided their children are being treated for cancer
; i ok or have other life-threatening ilinesses and the
ww.splfalrmont.org Ed Ritter, 507-235 §248 family resides 45 miles or greater from the Twin
vhen select Church Endowment Fund tab Jim Utermarck (Chairman) / Cities. Yearly, more than 600 families stay there.

www.splfairmont.org 7
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»
Dennis and Diane Wedel.......... Feb 1
Douglas and Kathy Wedel......... Feb 6
Garry and Joyce Rosen ............ Feb 8
Gene and Laurie Austin ............ Feb 9
Dustin and Gena McKean....... Feb 17
Jadrien and Lisa Irwin ............. Feb 17

X q
i ANNIVERSARIES

God’s Blessings on Your Birthday!

Katie Schultz ..........ccccceee. Feb 1
Jon Janzen........c.ccocevienennne Feb 1
Chris Stoneback.................... Feb 1
Christina Nigon .................... Feb 1
Evelyn Poulson..................... Feb 1
Edith Holmen .........c..cccc...... Feb 1
Austin Berkland.................... Feb 2
Carolyn Pitcher..................... Feb 2
Gene Austin........ccccceeeevennnen. Feb 4
Richard Kruse.........ccccceuenee Feb 4
Anna Schultz ...........cccee.. Feb 4
Kate Heise ......ccoeevveveveeneennen. Feb 5
Shane Bultman ..................... Feb 5
Sharon Reiter...........cceeeene Feb 6
Marcus Taplin.........cccceeeee. Feb 6
Karen Leiding.........ccccceueuneee Feb 6
Thelma Soucek..................... Feb 7
Angie Saxton..........ccceeenenne Feb 8
Eric Schaefer ... Feb 8
Charli Clow ....c.ccccevveiennnne Feb 8
Debra Thune........c.ccccoeeuenee Feb 9
Jan Rieland ..........ccccenee Feb 10
Gregory Denton.................. Feb 10
Owen Brooks.........cccceue.e. Feb 10
Sophia O'Sell....................... Feb 11

Camden Diekmann ............. Feb 12
Emma Scheppmann............. Feb 12
Payton Wille ....................... Feb 12
Joy Meyer .....ccccvevvenvennnnnns Feb 12
Ruth Hinrichs.........cccc.ce.... Feb 13
Lori Pomerenke .................. Feb 13
Elizabeth Meyer.................. Feb 13
Erma Saggau........cccccceenee. Feb 13
Korbyn Dorow .................... Feb 14
Nicole Dorow........c.ccccueuuee Feb 15
Dave Hurn...........ccooeeuvennnne Feb 16
Lorraine Thomas................. Feb 16
Eliza Scheevel..................... Feb 17
Erin Hoch......ccovoevveniennnn, Feb 19
Jackson Bassett................... Feb 19
Oliver Seale ........cccceueneee. Feb 20
Ronald Wilk........c.ccoeneenee. Feb 21
Jeffrey Sauck ........cccevenneen. Feb 22
Emmalie Lorenzen.............. Feb 22
Dakota Scheevel ................. Feb 23
Jack Marley........c.cccveenneen. Feb 23
Melissa Joeckel................... Feb 24
Eileen Donnelly .................. Feb 24
Wanda Saxton..........cc..c..... Feb 26
Lisa Kallemeyn................... Feb 29

www.splfairmont.org
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CALL o SERVICE

LOVE IS PATIENT, ‘

LOVE IS KIND.
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