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“In Times of Widespread Disease” 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 

  In August 1527, the bubonic plague again struck Wittenburg where Martin Luther and 
his family lived. His prince ordered him to leave with the rest of the university he taught at, 
but Luther chose to stay behind. Others in the same situation asked for his advice, whether 
it was right to flee a plague or if they should stay. In November of that year, Luther wrote a 
public reply, “Whether One May Flee from a Deadly Plague” (Luther’s Works, AE, v. 43, 
Fortress Press, 1968, Pg 113-138). Part of his instructions to pastors was on “how one 
should care for and provide for the soul in time of death.” (134).  

 I quote some of what Luther wrote for a few reasons. First, our area has been suffering 
with a lot of severe illness lately. Two, memories of the last pandemic are not too far off. 
Three, what he writes is good for all of us, healthy or sick currently, because our deaths, 
sooner or later, are inevitable. Luther: 

First, one must admonish the people to attend church and listen to the sermon so they 
learn through God’s word how to live and how to die. It should be noted that those who 
are so uncouth and wicked as to despise God’s word while they are in good health should 
be left unattended when they are sick unless they demonstrate their remorse and 
repentance with great earnestness, tears, and lamentation. A person who wants to live 
like a heathen or dog and does not publicly repent should not expect us [pastors] to 
administer the sacrament to him or have us count him as a Christian. Let him die as he 
has lived because we shall not throw pearls before swine nor give dogs what is holy 
[Matt. 7:6]. Sad to say, there are many churlish, hardened ruffians who do not care for 
their souls when they live or when they die. They simply lie down and die like 
unthinking hulks. 

Second, everyone should prepare in time and get ready for death by going to confession 
and taking the sacrament once every week or fortnight. He should be reconciled with his 
neighbor and make his will so that if the Lord knocks and he departs before a pastor or 
chaplain can arrive, he has provided for his soul, has left nothing undone, and has 
committed himself to God. When there are many fatalities and only two or three pastors 
on duty, it is impossible to visit everyone, to give instruction, and to teach each one what 
a Christian ought to know in the anguish of death. Those who have been careless and 
negligent in these matters must account for themselves. That is their own fault. After all, 
we cannot set up a private pulpit and altar daily at their bedside simply because they have 
despised the public pulpit and altar to which God has summoned and called them. 

Third, if someone wants the chaplain or pastor to come, let the sick person send word in 
time to call him and let him do so early enough while he is still in his right mind before 
the illness overwhelms the patient. The reason I say this is that some are so negligent that 
they make no request and send no message until the soul is perched for flight on the tip 
of their tongues [about to breathe their last] and they are no longer rational or able to 
speak. Then we are told, “Dear Sir, say the very best to him,” etc. But earlier, when the 
illness first began, they wanted no visit from the pastor, but would say, “Oh, there’s no 
need. I hope he’ll get better.” What should a diligent pastor do with such people who 
neglect both body and soul? They live and die like beasts in the field. They want us to 
teach them the gospel at the last minute and administer the sacrament to them [without 
them demonstrating faith or understanding]… This won’t do. If someone cannot talk or 
indicate by a sign that he believes, understands, and desires the sacrament—particularly 
if he has willfully neglected it—we will not give it to him just anytime he asks for it. We 
have been commanded not to offer the holy sacrament to unbelievers but rather to 
believers who can state and confess their faith. (Pg 134-135) 

In Christ, 
Pastor Bertram 
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Clara Circle will meet on Wednesday, February 11th @ 1:30pm in the 
SPL Fellowship Room.  The Bible Study will be from the Lutheran Wom-
en's Winter Quarterly, page 22 - " Esther - A Faithful Woman of God".  A 
short meeting will follow the Bible Study.  The door to the elevator will be 
monitored. Please join us.    

 

LWML St. Paul Lutheran invites you to attend the 2026 LWML 
Prayer Service either in-person or watch via video streaming on the 
church’s website. Thursday, February 5th @ 1:30 p.m. The Service will be 
led by Pastor Anthony Bertram and assisted by our LWML Representa-
tives. 

The 2026 LWML Prayer Service, based on the acronym P.R.A.Y.E.R. — 
Praise, Remember, Ask, Yield, Excitement, Rejoice — is a classic, yet up-
dated, service from over a decade ago. 

 

Lenten Midweek Service Schedule & Suppers* 
ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18 

6:15 p.m.—Optional Imposition of Ashes 

6:30 p.m.—Ash Wed. Service 

Supper by Youth Group 

Potato & Ham Soup 

 
WEDNESDAY, FENRUARY 25 

6:30 p.m.—Lenten Service 

Supper by SPLS PTL 

Menu to be Determined 

 

 

 If the weather is questionable, 

or if for some other reason you are 

wondering whether church services 

will be held or not, please check 

our website’s Home page at 

www.splfairmont.org or call the 

CHURCH OFFICE (507-238-

9491) before leaving home and 

listen to the entire first message on 

the answering machine (do not 

press “4”). 

 

If services are cancelled, an 

announcement will be made in 

place of the standard message 

WHENEVER POSSIBLE. If you 

do not hear a message cancelling 

services, then they will go on as 

scheduled. 

 

JANUARY 
NEWSLETTER/ 

CALENDAR 
DEADLINE 

 

Sunday, January 19 
 

Email pmeinert@splfairmont.org 

Worship Services & Bible Studies: 
 

Worship Services: 
Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. & Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Adult Bible Class, Sunday School, Youth Bible Class & Youth Family Bible Studies, etc. 
Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 

Other Worship Opportunities: 
 

Sundays, 9:00 am  
Worship Service Livestream 

(or watch on demand any time on our website) 
 

Sundays, 10:00 am 
Worship Service broadcast on KSUM 

 
Saturdays, 12:00 noon 

Worship Service on 
local cable access channel 12 

March 
NEWSLETTER/ 

CALENDAR 
DEADLINE 

 

Sunday, February 15th 
 

Email pmeinert@splfairmont.org 

*Suppers will be held before 
Services at 5:00pm 

http://www.splfairmont.org/music.html
mailto:pmeinert@splfairmont.org
mailto:pmeinert@splfairmont.org
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Meetings are the 3rd Wednesday 

of the month. Below is a listing of the 
Council of Deacons. If you have a concern, 
you may contact any one of the following: 

 
POSITION 
  Name (Years) Phone 
 
CHAIRMAN 

  Matt Northwick (3)......................... 507-236-1531  

SECRETARY 

  Jeff Eversman (1) ......................... 507-236-9140 

BUDGET & FINANCE 

  Corey Simpson (1) ........................ 605-480-1982 

CALLING DEACON 

  Doug Closs (2) .............................. 507-456-1917 

CALLING DEACON 

  Merle Boesch (3) .......................... 507-236-4641 

CALLING DEACON 

  John Hovick (3) ............................. 507-236-1264 

EVANGELISM 

  Rod Elbert (2) ............................... 320-894-6882 

PARISH MINISTRIES 

  Dan Driscoll (1) ............................. 507-525-4490  

SCHOOL 

  Andy Walden (2) ........................... 507-399-9770 

STEWARDSHIP 

  Ed Ritter (3) .................................. 507-317-4487 

TRUSTEES 

  Mike Schroeder (2) ....................... 515-341-1167 

WORSHIP ASSISTANCE 

  Jamie Tordsen (1) ........................ 507-230-0186 

  

* * * * * 

 
PRESIDENT 

  Chuck Northwick ............................ 507-236-0257 

SECRETARY 

   

TREASURER 

  Brad Appel ..................................... 507-236-8455 

You may also view the volunteer schedules on our website at www.splfairmont.org 

 
Altar Guild 

February 1 ................................................................  
February 7-8 .......................  
February 14-15 ..........  
February 21-22 ............................. 

 
Ushers 

YEAR-ROUND Saturdays, 5:30 p.m.—Dan Maday, Lee Stewart 
FEBRUARY Sundays, 9 a.m.—Tyler Garrison, Parker Garrison, Chuck 
Northwick, Dan Simmering, Jim Harley, Duane Rieland, Nathan Anders, Roger 
Carlson, Spencer Chirpich, Dennis Hagen, John Preuss 
 

If you would be interested in serving as an usher, 
please call Head Usher Dylan Kallemeyn, 507-236-6223. 

 
Worship Service Assistants 

 
Sun., Feb. 1, 9:00 a.m.. .................................... Joe Kallemeyn, Jim Utermarck 
Sat., Feb. 7, 5:30 p.m. .............................................. Josh Laven, David Kumm 
Sun., Feb. 8, 9:00 a.m... .......................................... Merle Boesch, Brad Appel 
Sat., Feb. 14, 5:30 p.m.. ................................... Jamie Tordsen, Jeff Eversman 
Sun., Feb. 15, 9:00 a.m.. ..................................... Justin Jobe, Chuck Schrader 
Sat., Feb. 21, 5:30 p.m. ................................................Josh Laven, Jim Harley 
Sun., Feb. 22, 9:00 a.m. ........................................ Dylan Kallemeyn, Rob True 
 

Acolytes 
Delaney Klug, Kellan Day 

 
Sunday Greeters 

February 1 ......................................................... Rob & Ruth True, Marv Goebel 
February 8 ........................................... Kent & Erlene Milbrandt, Amy Brinkman 
February 15 .................................................... Greg & Jill Denton, Shirley Roloff 
February 22 ................................................... Rod & Peggy Elbert, Lori Chirpich 

 
Fun Bags 

Refill bags anytime during the week after Sunday listed below 

1st Sunday/Mo .............................................................................. Lori Chirpich 
2nd Sunday/Mo ............................................................................ April Tordsen 
3rd Sunday/Mo ............................................................................ Chris Engelby 
4th Sunday/Mo ........................................................................... Angela Preuss 
5th Sunday/Mo .................................................................................. Joan Abel 

 
Attendance Cards/Pencils 

Refill cards & sharpen pencils at least monthly (or as needed) 

Deb Eversman, Diane Schaefer, Amy Anders  
(Ruth Engelby and Richard Schultz, Subs) 

 

Saturday Funeral Volunteer 
Josh Laven 

 
 

 

https://www.splfairmont.org/volunteer-schedules.html
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SPL Gear Store 
 

The SPL Gear Store has 
been updated and includes 
many designs. Now’s a great 
time to make sure to get your 
Falcon gear ordered! 

 
There are toddler through 

adult sizes of t-shirts and 
sweatshirts in a variety of 
colors and designs, as well as 
hats, mugs, tumblers, tote bags, 
and backpacks available. 

 
All of these items would 

make great gifts, too! 
 

https://dstrophiesmn.com/spl-falcons/ 

February Money Counters 
Feb. 1—Roger & Pam Carlson, Tom Taylor 
Feb. 8—Greg & Nancy Gellert, Pam Carlson 
Feb. 15—Roger & Pam Carlson, Jim Utermarck 
Feb. 22—Greg & Nancy Gellert, Pam Carlson 
 
If you are interested in volunteering please contact the church 
office at 507-238-9491 or pmeinert@splfairmont.org. 

Lutheran Laymen’s League 

The LLL will meet Saturday, February 7th, 9:00 a.m., at The 
Ranch Restaurant. All members and those interested in the 
work of the LLL are welcome to attend. See you there! 

LSB Large Print Books Available 

The school office has two large print Lutheran Service Books 
available for purchase at a reduced price of $40 each. (This is 
$10 off the regular price.) 

 

 

February Basketball Schedule 
 

02/03—Home vs. Immanuel Mankato, 4:30 B Girls, 5:30 B Boys 
02/06-07—Home, SPL Fairmont B Team Tournament 
02/10—Home vs. Gen. Class. Acad. 4:30 B Girls, 5:30 B Boys 
02/12—Away at Worth. Christian, 4:30 B Girls, 5:30 B Boys 
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Table of Duties: The Forgotten Stewardship Tool 

Luther’s Small Catechism is a magnificent tool. Joined with a well-used copy of 
the Holy Scriptures and an orthodox hymnal, and the Christian is well equipped to 
live a life of faithfulness to the Lord and service to the neighbor. First in German 
and now in English and just about any language known to man, this handy 
masterpiece has introduced generations of people to the central doctrine of 
justification by grace, through faith, on account of Jesus Christ. The Six Chief Parts 
have proven to be a faithful framework for a clear confession of the truth of the 
Gospel for nearly five hundred years! 

But more than a textbook, the Small Catechism also serves well as a handbook for 
Christian living. As a part of its treasure, there is an element that teaches an 
extraordinarily strong message of stewardship. That hidden treasure that needs to 
be rediscovered is called the Table of Duties. 

The Table of Duties is really nothing more than a categorized gathering of Bible 
verses. These verses are set apart for “various holy orders and positions, 
admonishing them about their duties and responsibilities.” Addressing pastors and 
people, government and citizens, husbands, wives, children, youth, workers and so 
many more, it very clearly lays out what faithful stewardship looks like. Even 
better, these assembled passages teach one important truth: we are stewards of one 
another!  

The Table is much more than a “how-to” tool; it also lays out the 
interconnectedness that exists within the body of Christ. Pastors are described by 
what they are to be as stewards of the Word. 1 Timothy 3 highlights the 
characteristics of a faithful pastor. Even more, Titus 1 highlights the need for the 
pastor to be faithful for the sake of those under his care.  

Those who hear the faithful preaching of the pastor are stewards of the pastor as 
well. 1 Corinthians 9 talks about the need for the people to support the livelihood of 
the pastor. Galatians 6 talks about how the hearers share in the good things that the 
pastor teaches. 1 Timothy 6 talks about the honor that is owed to the pastor, not 
because of WHO he is, but rather WHAT he is teaching! Hebrews 13 shows the 
impact of this stewardship on the pastor, that they perform their duties with joy. 
Joyful pastors and people are always going to be better stewards of the Gospel!  

Outside the church this interdependent stewardship is on display as well. Romans 
13 highlights the respect necessary for the governing authorities. As citizens, the 
faithful steward is called to pay taxes (Matthew 22), pray for their leaders (1 
Timothy 2) and that they should be ready to serve in the civil realm (Titus 3), 
because they are in these positions by God’s direction (1 Peter 2).  

These steward duties are in the home too! 1 Peter 3 and Colossians 3 shape the 
husband steward. Ephesians 5 and 1 Peter 3 shape the wife steward. Ephesians 6 
form parental stewards and child stewards.  

The Table of Duties is a wonderful place for the individual steward to learn how 
much our stewardship is more than just a “me and Jesus thing!” In fact, it ends with 
these words: “Let each his lesson learn with care, and all the household well shall 
fare.” This is interdependent stewardship on clear display. As each learns 
stewardship in this way, the more faithful we will be as a family, congregations, 
communities and the church at large.  

                  ~LCMS Stewardship Ministry 
lcms.org/stewardship 

 

Mark Your 
Calendar 

 
Dates/times subject to change 

 

 

 

 
Each woman of the LCMS 

is a part of the LWML 
 

Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League, 

as the official women’s auxiliary 
of the LCMS, encourages 

and equips women to live out 
their Christian lives in active 

mission ministries and to 
support global missions. 

 
 

 
Lutheran 

Laymen’s League
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MLHS News 

Office Hours: 
7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. ~ Monday through Friday 

Phone: 507-436-5249  www.martinlutherhs.com 
 

* * * * * 
 

Early enrollment for the 2026-2027 school year will open on January 25 
at Martin Luther Jr/Sr High School for new and returning students in grades 
7-12. Discounts will apply until March 1. For more information 
go  to www.martinlutherhs.com.  

 

Everyone is invited to the Children's Winter Carnival at Martin Luther Jr/
Sr High School on Sunday, February 1st from 1:00-3:00 p.m. The ML Stu-
dent Council and NHS students will lead games for children, a bouncy 
house will be available and prizes will be given out. Parents can relax in the 
lounge. Cost is $5/child or $15/family. Parents are free.  

 

The Martin Luther Jr/Sr High School Freshman Class will be hosting 
a Mac 'N Cheese Cook-off on Friday, February 6 at the JAGS Girl's game 
vs Fairmont. Prizes will be awarded to the entries receiving the most votes. 
Entries are due by January 30th. Guests can sample and vote from 5-7 p.m. 
Cost is $7. For more information go to www.martinlutherhs.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 16th-No School 
February 26th-Getting to Know U Knight New Families 
February 27th-5 & 6 Step Up Day 
 

 

 

 

 

CALL-EM-ALL 
OR 

TEXT-EM-ALL 
 
 

Register on our website’s 
Home page to be 

included any mass messages 
sent out to our members. 

(There is no need to sign up again 
if you have already registered.) 

You are able to choose 
whether you want 

a text or phone message. 
 

* * * * * 

www.splfairmont.org 

Pastoral Care at 
Mayo, Rochester  

Those hospitalized or receiving medical 
care at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN 
are now being cared for by the pastoral staff 
of Trinity Lutheran Church of Rochester. 
Members in need of pastoral care, please 
contact Pastor Nate Schwartz at 816-806-
6797 or chaplain@trinitylutheranchurch.org. 
The pastoral staff at Trinity is honored to 
assist you in caring for Christ’s sheep. 

There is also a list of LCMS pastors 
near other Minnesota hospitals that are 
willing to provide pastoral care, available by 
going to Minnesota South’s website at 
www.mnsdistrict.org, then select News & 
Events—Publications—E-News. 

http://www.martinlutherhs.com/
http://www.martinlutherhs.com/
mailto:chaplain@trinitylutheranchurch.org
http://www.mnsdistrict.org
http://www.mnsdistrict.org
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COCA-COLA GIVE PROGRAM — This fundraiser 
opens up new funding opportunities to help the 
learning environment for our students. The best 
part? Donations don’t come out of your own 
pocket. When you make Coca-Cola purchases, 
you simply enter the product codes here: https://
us.coca-cola.com/give/schools/ and then search 
by zip code, and scan or enter product codes from 
participating Coca-Cola products. Each product 
code scanned or entered on their website has a 
unique donation value. To learn more, go to 
https://us.coca-cola.com/give/. Thank you! 

RAISERIGHT FUNDRAISING: Raise money for 
St. Paul Lutheran School (or a specific family in 
our school) just by purchasing gas, groceries, and 
other items with these gift cards. You receive the 
full value of what you paid plus you earn an 
immediate rebate percentage of what you spent — 
typically between 3-15%, depending on the 
retailer. Use the proceeds to supplement the 
school budget, or families can receive credit 
toward tuition and other school expenses. Go to 
RaiseRight.com and use our enrollment code 
24271B1C5147L to get started. Questions? 
Contact Joan Abel, jabel@splfairmont.org or 507-
236-9521. 

HY-VEE & FAREWAY RECEIPTS: Save your 
Fairmont Hy-Vee and Fareway receipts – turn in to 
the collection bins located in the upstairs school 
corridor and church basement. For each $200,000 
in receipts collected from their store, they donate 
$1,000 to St. Paul Lutheran School. Receipts must 
be from Fairmont stores only; remember to thank 
the stores for this program when you shop! 

SUBWAY CARDS: If you purchase Subway 
cards, 2% of your purchase can go to SPLS. If you 
already have a card or when you purchase one, 
add our school’s code (3TQF) to your card at 
www.subway.com or call 1-800-564-1343. Subway 
cards can be purchased at any Subway and are 
redeemed at full purchase price when you eat at 
Subway. 

OTHER PROGRAMS: Scan Box Tops for 
Education receipts; save Tyson “Project A+ labels; 
and Pizza Ranch “wagon” symbols. We also 
collect used, workable cell phones.  

WE ALSO APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT of 
our other school fundraisers, such as the Tour of 
Tables/Cakewalk and Basket Fundraiser. 

THE SCHOOL ALSO collects aluminum pop tabs 
to help support the Ronald McDonald House in the 
Twin Cities. Families receiving care at any Twin 
Cities area hospital are eligible to stay there, 
provided their children are being treated for cancer 
or have other life-threatening illnesses and the 
family resides 45 miles or greater from the Twin 
Cities. Yearly, more than 600 families stay there. 

AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE 
IN THE CHURCH OFFICE... 

 

Sermons in Glass Hardcover Book — $50 (Limited Supply) 

St. Paul’s Culinary Classics (Red) Cookbook — Sale Price $10! 

Financial Peace University Book with 1-Year Online Membership — $80 — SALE! 

SPL School Cookbook — $10 

ESV Pew Bible — $17 

Lutheran Service Book, Pew Edition (Hymnal) — $30 

Luther’s Small Catechism — $20 

John Sagissor Limited Edition Print of Church — $20 

John Sagissor Note Cards (6 cards/env’s) — $10 

Several Varieties “This Is Most Certainly Brew” Coffee — $10-$15, as marked 

Hy-Vee Gift Cards (Quantities Limited, Various Denominations) 

  
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Providing a Quality 
Christian Education 

for 130 Years 
Accredited 

Small Class Size 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

(PreK-6)  

507.238.9492 

Thank you for keeping SPL School in your prayers! 

SPL Church En-
dowment Fund 

Committee 
Greg Gellert, 507-236-5901 (Treasurer) 

Rob True, 507-276-4651 (Secretary) 

Chuck Northwick, 507-236-0257 

Dave Johnson, 507-235-6953 

Larry Behrens, 507-848-4397 

Ed Ritter, 507-317-4487 

Jim Utermarck, 507-236-3942 (Chairman) 

Duane Rieland, 507-236-4442 

Ben Scheevel, 507-360-8609 

 

www.splfairmont.org 
then select Church Endowment Fund tab 

https://us.coca-cola.com/give/schools/
https://us.coca-cola.com/give/schools/
https://us.coca-cola.com/give/
mailto:jabel@splfairmont.org
http://www.subway.com
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God’s Blessings on Your Birthday! 
Katie Schultz .................................Feb 1 

Christina Nigon .............................Feb 1 

Jon Janzen ......................................Feb 1 

Chris Stoneback .............................Feb 1 

Austin Berkland .............................Feb 2 

Carolyn Pitcher ..............................Feb 2 

Anna Schultz .................................Feb 4 

Gene Austin ...................................Feb 4 

Richard Kruse ................................Feb 4 

Shane Bultman ..............................Feb 5 

Kate Heise .....................................Feb 5 

Marcus Taplin ................................Feb 6 

Karen Leiding ................................Feb 6 

Thelma Soucek ..............................Feb 7 

Eric Schaefer .................................Feb 8 

Charli Clow ...................................Feb 8 

Angie Saxton .................................Feb 8 

Debra Thune ..................................Feb 9 

Jan Rieland .................................. Feb 10 

Gregory Denton ........................... Feb 10 

Owen Brooks ............................... Feb 10 

Sophia O'Sell ............................... Feb 11 

Joy Meyer .................................... Feb 12 

Payton Wille ................................ Feb 12 

Emma Scheppmann ..................... Feb 12 

Camden Diekmann ...................... Feb 12 

Ruth Hinrichs .............................. Feb 13 

Elizabeth Meyer .......................... Feb 13 

Erma Saggau ............................... Feb 13 

Lori Pomerenke ........................... Feb 13 

Korbyn Dorow ............................ Feb 14 

Nicole Dorow .............................. Feb 15 

Lorraine Thomas ......................... Feb 16 

Dave Hurn ................................... Feb 16 

Zara Cole ..................................... Feb 17 

Eliza Scheevel ............................. Feb 17 

Erin Hoch .................................... Feb 19 

Jackson Bassett ............................ Feb 19 

Oliver Seale ................................. Feb 20 

Ronald Wilk ................................ Feb 21 

Jeffrey Sauck ............................... Feb 22 

Emmalie Lorenzen ...................... Feb 22 

Dakota Scheevel .......................... Feb 23 

Jack Marley ................................. Feb 23 

Eileen Donnelly ........................... Feb 24 

Melissa Joeckel ........................... Feb 24 

Wanda Saxton ............................. Feb 26 

Lisa Kallemeyn ........................... Feb 29 

Dennis and Diane Wedel ....................... Feb 1 

Matthew and Hannah Northwick ........... Feb 2 

Douglas and Kathy Wedel ..................... Feb 6 

Garry and Joyce Rosen ......................... Feb 8 

Gene and Laurie Austin ......................... Feb 9 

Dustin and Gena McKean ................... Feb 17 
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"I sought the 
Lord, and he 
answered 
me and de-
livered me 
from all my 
fears."  
~ Psalm 

34:4  
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