
FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT (Ad Te Levavi) 

Introit: Ps. 25:4 –5, 21–22; antiphon: Ps. 25:1–3a 

To you, O LORD, I lift | up my soul.* 

     O my God, in you I trust; let me not be | put to shame. 

Let not my enemies exult | over me.* 

     Indeed, none who wait for you shall be | put to shame. 

Make me to know your ways, | O LORD;* 

     teach me | your paths. 

Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my sal- 

| vation;* 

     for you I wait all the | day long. 
May integrity and uprightness pre- | serve me,* 

     for I | wait for you. 

Redeem Israel, | O God,* 

     out of all his | troubles. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

     and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

     is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

To you, O LORD, I lift | up my soul.* 

     O my God, in you I trust; let me not be | put to shame. 

Let not my enemies exult | over me.* 

     Indeed, none who wait for you shall be | put to shame. 

 

The Lord Jesus Comes in Humility to Redeem Us 

 The new Church Year begins by focusing on the humble 

coming of our Lord. “Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, 

and mounted on a donkey” (Matt. 21:5). Even as He was born in a 

lowly manger, so Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a beast of burden. 

For He bears the sin of the world. He is the Son of David riding to 

His enthronement on the cross, where He shows Himself to be 

“The LORD is our Righteousness” (Jer. 23:5–6). Our Lord still 

comes in great humility to deliver His righteousness to us in the 

Word and Sacraments. Before receiving Christ’s body and blood, 

we also sing, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest!” (Matt. 21:9) And as we receive the 

Sacrament, we set our hearts on His return in glory, for “our 

salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed” (Rom. 

13:11). 



Collect for Advent 1 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection 

we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and 

saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 

Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 23:5–8 

 5 
 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I 

will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as 

king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness 

in the land. 
6 

In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell 

securely. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The 

LORD is our righteousness.’ 

7 
“Therefore, behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, 

when they shall no longer say, ‘As the LORD lives who brought up 

the people of Israel out of the land of Egypt,’ 
8 

but ‘As the LORD 

lives who brought up and led the offspring of the house of Israel 

out of the north country and out of all the countries where he had 

driven them.’ Then they shall dwell in their own land.” 

 The prophet Jeremiah (620-c. 580 BC) spoke in the days 

leading up to and into the Babylonian exile of the Southern 

Kingdom (Judah). The last kings in the line of David would be 

removed from their thrones for unfaithfulness to God, and none in 

their line would rule after the Captivity was over. These kings were 

described as unfaithful shepherds who destroy and scatter the 

sheep. Yet, God Himself would gather His scattered flock and 

shepherd them Himself (23:1-4). 

1. The “days” here (23:5) refer to the nation of Israel being saved 

from exile, but also the eternal kingdom for David’s line. Who 

is the “righteous Branch”? How will His rule differ from the 

kings before Him? 

2. Judah and Israel – who is included by this? What role will the 

“land” play in God’s work? In what sense are they saved? 

3. His name: The LORD is Our Righteousness. How is this name a 



proclamation of “objective justification”? 

4. “As the LORD lives” – an oath formula (23:7, 8). Which 

salvation by God is referred back to, only to be exceeded this 

time (23:7)?  

5. Which empire was “out of the north country” (23:8)? Who 

would go and come from there? 

6. How does “out of all countries” demonstrate the extent of 

God’s saving work? 

 

Epistle: Romans 13:11–14 

11 
Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for 

you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than 

when we first believed. 
12 

The night is far gone; the day is at hand. 

So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor 

of light. 
13 

Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and 

drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in 

quarreling and jealousy. 
14 

But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

1. In Romans 13:11-14, Paul does in a more concise way what he 

did in 1 Thessalonians 4-5, connect Christian conduct to the 

time we are living, the Last Days before the End comes. How 

close are we to the Last Day when salvation comes with 

Christ? (See 2 Peter 3:8-13). 

2. What does it mean for Christians to “wake from sleep” in these 

days? 

3. What does Paul mean by “armor of light” (13:12)? (See 13:14; 

Ephesians 6:10-18) 

 Collect: Thanksgiving for Light (2)  

 We praise and thank You, O God, for You are without 

beginning and without end. Through Christ You are the creator and 

preserver of the whole world; but above all, You are His God and 



Father, the giver of the Spirit, and the ruler of all that is, seen and 

unseen. You made the day for the works of light and the night for 

the refreshment of our weakness. O loving Lord and source of all 

that is good, mercifully accept our evening sacrifice of praise. As 

You have conducted us through the day and brought us to night's 

beginning, keep us now in Christ; grant us a peaceful evening and 

a night free from sin; and at the end bring us to everlasting life 

through Christ, our Lord; through Him be glory, honor, and power 

to You in the Holy Spirit now and always forever and ever. Amen. 
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4. NOT! (13:13) 

Orgies – carousing, reveling; of nocturnal, riotous precession 

of half-drunken parades; Bacchanalia 

Drunkenness – self-explanatory 

Sexual immorality/fornication – any unlawful intercourse; 

coitus 

Sensuality – debauchery; shameless greed, animal lust, self-

indulgence; slave to pleasures without restraint 

 Quarreling – strife 

 Jealousy – envy 

5. “Put on” – Baptismal language (6:12-14; See Galatians 3:27; 

5:16-26).  

6. “flesh…desires” – In Romans 7:7, the same word was used and 

translated as “covet.” The idea of “provision” is literally 

“forethought/thought in advance.”  Why are “coveting” and 

“forethought” linked together? 

 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. What does this 

mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not scheme 

to get our neighbor’s inheritance or house, or get it in a way 

that only appears right, but help and be of service to him in 

keeping it. 


