The Funeral Service of

David N. Gratz
1962 - 2020

Jesus said to him,

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me.”
- John 14:6

Funeral Service of David N. Gratz

10:30 a.m., Thursday, October 15, 2020
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church, Fairmont, Minnesota
T T T
COVID-19 mitigation policies will be employed:
• Attendees are required to wear masks if they are able.
• Six feet of spacing shall be observed in hallways, aisles, and pews between
people not of the same household.
• With the exception of the first three pews on the pulpit side which is reserved
for family, guests are asked to sit only in pews marked by a blue dot.
• There is a strict limit to the number of people who will be permitted to attend in
person. For that reason we are also offering a livestream of the service, both on
the church’s Facebook page and her webpage.
T T T
Stand
Invocation & Remembrance of Baptism: Page 278
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P In Holy Baptism David was clothed with the robe of Christ’s
righteousness that covered all his sin. St. Paul says, “Do you not
know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into His death?
C We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory
of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we
have been united with Him in a death like His, we shall
certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like His.” Romans 6:3-5
Processional Music: “On Eagles’ Wings” (Piano only)
Kyrie, Salutation & Collect of the Day: Page 278

P Lord, have mercy upon us.
C Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
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P Let us pray. O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for Your
loving-kindness shown to David and to all Your servants who,
having finished their course in faith, now rest from their labors.
Grant that we also may be faithful unto death and receive the crown
of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Sit
First Reading: Isaiah 40:27-31
Why do you say, O Jacob,
and speak, O Israel,
“My way is hidden from the Lord,
and my right is disregarded by my God”?
Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary;
his understanding is unsearchable.
He gives power to the faint,
and to him who has no might he increases strength.
Even youths shall faint and be weary,
and young men shall fall exhausted;
but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings like eagles;
they shall run and not be weary;
they shall walk and not faint.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Hymn: LSB 740 “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb”

I am Jesus’ little lamb,
Ever glad at heart I am;
For my Shepherd gently guides me,
Knows my need and well provides me,
Loves me ev’ry day the same,
Even calls me by my name.
Day by day, at home, away,
Jesus is my staff and stay.
When I hunger, Jesus feeds me,
Into pleasant pastures leads me;
When I thirst, He bids me go
Where the quiet waters flow.
Who so happy as I am,
Even now the Shepherd’s lamb?
And when my short life is ended,
By His angel host attended,
He shall fold me to His breast,
There within His arms to rest.

Text: Public domain

Second Reading: John 14:6 (David’s Confirmation Verse)
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand
Verse (General): Page 279

Revelation 1:5-6

P Alleluia, alleluia. Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead;
C to Him be glory and power forever. Alleluia.
Holy Gospel: Matthew 7:24-27
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 7th chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
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“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be
like a wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the
floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall,
because it had been founded on the rock. And everyone who hears these
words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his
house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds
blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
Apostles’ Creed: Pages 279-80
P God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ.
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Sit
Hymn: LSB 588 “Jesus Loves Me”

Jesus loves me! This I know,
For the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to Him belong;
They are weak, but He is strong. Refrain

ref Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me!
The Bible tells me so.
2

Jesus loves me! He who died
Heaven’s gates to open wide.
He has washed away my sin,
Lets His little child come in. Refrain
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Text: Public domain

Sermon

Solo: “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”
Stand
Prayer of the Church: Page 280
P Let us pray to the Lord, our God and Father, who raised Jesus from
the dead.
P Almighty God, You have knit Your chosen people together into one
communion in the mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Give to Your whole Church in heaven and on earth Your
light and peace. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and
resurrection may die to sin and rise to newness of life and so pass
with Him through the gate of death and the grave to our joyful
resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Grant that all who have been nourished by the holy body and blood
of Your Son may be raised to immortality and incorruption to be
seated with Him at Your heavenly banquet. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Give to the family of David and to all who mourn comfort in their
grief and a sure confidence in Your loving care that, casting all
their sorrow on You, they may know the consolation of Your love.
Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Give courage and faith to the bereaved, that within the communion
of Your Church they may have strength to meet the days ahead in
the assurance of a holy and certain hope and in the joyful
expectation of eternal life with those they love who have departed
in the faith. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to
believe and find comfort in the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
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P Receive our thanks for David and for all the blessings You
bestowed on him in this earthly life. Bring us at last to our heavenly
home that with him we may see You face to face in the joys of
paradise. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P O God of all grace, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to
bring life and immortality to light. We give You thanks that by His
death He destroyed the power of death and by His resurrection He
opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Strengthen us in the
confidence that because He lives we shall live also, and that neither
death nor life nor things present nor things to come will be able to
separate us from Your love, which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen.
Solo: “The Lord’s Prayer”
Nunc Dimittis
P “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who
believes in Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives
and believes in Me will never die.”
C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace;
Your word has been fulfilled.
My own eyes have seen the salvation
which You have prepared in the sight of every people:
a light to reveal You to the nations
and the glory of Your people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who
believes in Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives
and believes in Me will never die.”

Concluding Collect
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray. Lord God, our shepherd, You gather the lambs of Your
flock into the arms of Your mercy and bring them home. Comfort
us with the certain hope of the resurrection to everlasting life and a
joyful reunion with those we love who have died in the faith;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
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Sit

Hymn: LSB 735 “Have No Fear, Little Flock”
Have no fear, little flock;
Have no fear, little flock,
For the Father has chosen
To give you the Kingdom;
Have no fear, little flock!
Have good cheer, little flock;
Have good cheer, little flock,
For the Father will keep you
In His love forever;
Have good cheer, little flock!
Praise the Lord high above;
Praise the Lord high above,
For He stoops down to heal you,
Uplift and restore you;
Praise the Lord high above!
Thankful hearts raise to God;
Thankful hearts raise to God,
For He stays close beside you,
In all things works with you;
Thankful hearts raise to God!
Text: © 1973 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002913

Benedicamus and Benediction: Page 281
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.
C Amen.
P Let us go forth in peace,
C in the name of the Lord. Amen.
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Recessional Hymn: LSB 677 “For All the Saints”

For all the saints who from their labors rest,
Who Thee by faith before the world confessed,
Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might;
Thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight;
Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Oh, may Thy soldiers, faithful, true, and bold,
Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old
And win with them the victor’s crown of gold!
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine!
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
Yet all are one in Thee, for all are Thine.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long,
Steals on the ear the distant triumph song,
And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
The golden evening brightens in the west;
Soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest;
Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
But, lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day:
The saints triumphant rise in bright array;
The King of Glory passes on His way.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
D

From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast,
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost:
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Text: Public domain

T T T
Pastor: Rev. Thomas E. Fast, St. Paul Ev. Lutheran, Fairmont, MN
Pianist: Michael Kutch
Soloist: Scott Fuhrman
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