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meet our STAFF  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

 I have been reading a wonderful book entitled The Everlasting Man, 

written by G.K. Chesterton. In a section I recently finished, he discussed how 

secularism, the proposition that any reference to God be made, if at all, merely a 

private concern, actually is inhibitive and offers a truncated view of man. Rather 

than elevating man, it diminishes him. In favor of the centrality of the public 

worship of the true and living God, Chesterton wrote about that man who 

worships: 

 ñHe not only felt freer when he bent; he actually felt taller when he 

bowed...anything that took away the gesture of worship would stunt and even 

maim him forever. Henceforth being merely secular would be a servitude and 

an inhibition. If man cannot pray he is gagged; if he cannot kneel he is in 

irons.ò 

 It is so very true that when we debase God and move Him out of the picture, 

we are debasing man. 

 And so what a joy it 

is that we are free to 

gather around the 

Gospel and the 

Sacraments and 

worship the Holy 

Trinity! Let us spit out 

the gag and shake off 

the irons. All the more 

so as Lent is upon us, 

with the additional 

opportunities for the 

increase of worship 

and devotion. 

 It is in the sack-cloth and ashes of a penitent faith that we are raised up with 

Christ and are clothed with His very own glory. Let us approach this season with 

repentant joy, and look forward in eager anticipation to its consummation on 

Easter Sunday. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Fast 

A PUBLICATION OF ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH Y FAIRMONT, MN 

OF 

The Season 
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Womenõs 

Circles 

 
Anna Circle  

March 12, 1:15 p.m.  
 Fellowship Room 
    

Clara Circle  

March 11, 1:30 p.m.  
 Fellowship Room 
  

Eve Circle  

March 9, 7:00 p.m.  
 Fellowship Room 

LWML 
March 5, 7:00 p.m.,  
 Fellowship Room  
 
Executive Board Meeting  
 March 5, 6:30 p.m., Ch. B.  

* * * * * 
 

All ladies of SPL are invited to  
join us at our meetings and 
become part of the LWML!  
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MLHS Upcoming Events  
 
March 8, 7:00 p.m.  

 The Physical Death of Christ presentation 
 
March 14  

 Fine Arts & Science Festival 
 
March 15, 11:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m.  

 Soup & Sandwich Luncheon for Student Tuition Aid 
 
April 2 -3-4 

 Spring Rummage & Bake Sale 
 
April 18, 4:30 p.m.  

 Oh! What a Knight Dinner Auction 
 
April 27  

 Red Cross Blood Drive 
 
May 16, 7:00 p.m.  

 Spring Pops Concert 
 
May 24, 2:00 p.m.  

 2020 Graduation and Commencement 

 
This Is Most Certainly Brew coffee available in the SPL Church Office.  

LWML Monthly Get -Together  
  
The LWML monthly get-together is scheduled for Thursday, March 5th at 

7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Room. All ladies of St. Paul Lutheran are invited 

to come and participate in a Bible study. You 

will also hear about National and District 

LWML Mite mission projects, and enjoy 

fellowship. The hostess/devotion/topic for 

March is Clara Circle. 

The Executive Board will meet also on 

March 5th at 6:30 p.m. in the church 

basement. 

Remember to enter the building via the elevator door. Please join us and 

become a part of the LWML. 
 
Lutheran Womenôs Missionary League, as the official womenôs auxiliary of the LCMS, 

encourages and equips women to live out their Christian lives in active mission and to support 

global missions. Each woman of the LCMS is a part of the LWML. 
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School Fundraisers  
COCA-COLA GIVE PROGRAM ð This fundraiser 
opens up new funding opportunities to help the 
learning environment for our students. The best 
part? Donations donôt come out of your own pocket. 
When you make Coca-Cola purchases, you simply 
enter the product codes here: https://us.coca-
cola.com/give/schools/ and then search by zip code, 
and scan or enter product codes from participating 
Coca-Cola products. Each product code scanned or 
entered on their website has a unique donation 
value. To learn more, go to https://us.coca-cola.com/

give/. Thank you! 

SCRIP FUNDRAISING Raise money for SPLS (or a 
specific family in our school) just by making 
purchases with scrip gift cards. Buy scrip gift cards 
and you receive the full value of what you paid. You 
also earn an immediate rebate percentage of what 
you spend ð typically between 3% and 15%, 
depending on the retailer. Use the proceeds to 
supplement the school budget, or families can 
receive credit toward tuition and other school 
expenses. To shop online, go to shopwithscrip.com. 
Stop by the Welcome Center in the school hallway 
when the scrip table is present between Sunday 
services. Contact Joan Abel with any questions. 

Fareway grocery scrip cards now available! 

KWIK TRIP SCRIP GIFT CARDS Gift cards are 
available for purchase in the church office. SPL 
School receives a percentage of all purchases made 
with these gift cards at the gas pump and inside the 
store. Available in $10 to $100 denominations. (It is 
preferred that you order these cards through the 

SCRIP program if possible; see above.) 

HY-VEE & FAREWAY RECEIPTS Save your 
Fairmont Hy-Vee and Fareway receipts ï turn in to 
the collection bins located in the upstairs school 
corridor and church basement. For each $150,000 in 
receipts collected from their store, they donate 
$1,000 to St. Paul Lutheran School. Receipts must 
be from Fairmont stores only; remember to thank the 

stores for this program when you shop! 

SUBWAY CARDS If you purchase Subway cards, 
2% of your purchase can go to SPLS. If you already 
have a card or when you purchase one, add our 
schoolôs code (3TQF) to your card at 
www.subway.com or call 1-800-564-1343. Subway 
cards can be purchased at any Subway and are 
redeemed at full purchase price when you eat at 
Subway. 
OTHER PROGRAMS Scan/Save Box Tops for 
Education; save Tyson ñProject A+ labels; and Pizza 
Ranch ñwagonò symbols. We also collect used, 

workable cell phones.  

WE ALSO APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT of our 
other school fundraisers, such as the Tour of Tables/

Cakewalk and Basket Fundraiser. 

THE SCHOOL ALSO collects aluminum pop tabs to 
help support the Ronald McDonald House in the 
Twin Cities. Families receiving care at any Twin 
Cities area hospital are eligible to stay there, 
provided their children are being treated for cancer 
or have other life-threatening illnesses and the family 
resides 45 miles or greater from the Twin Cities. 

Yearly, more than 600 families stay there. 

Join Us!  
Worship & Bible Study Opportunities  

WORSHIP SERVICES 
5:30  p.m. Saturdays 

and 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 
 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS, SUNDAY 
SCHOOL, YOUTH BIBLE CLASS 

9:15 a.m. Sundays 

Charity Club Dates  
 

ACTIVITY DAYS  

March 10 & 11 

MEETING  

March 24, 2:00 p.m 

Fellowship Room 
 

Lutheran Laymenõs League (LLL) Meeting 
 
The next monthly LLL meeting will be held on Saturday, March 

7th, 9:00 a.m. at McDonaldôs for a Dutch treat breakfast and a 

business meeting. Mark your calendar now and come and join us! 
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Did You 

Know... 
  
Our Sunday morning church services are 

now broadcast on Saturdays at 12:00 noon 
on local cable access channel 12. You can 
also watch church services by going to our 
websiteôs home page at www.splfairmont.org 
and clicking on the red button ñLivestream of 
Church Services.ò 

? 

https://us.coca-cola.com/give/schools/
https://us.coca-cola.com/give/schools/
https://us.coca-cola.com/give/
https://us.coca-cola.com/give/
shopwithscrip.com
http://www.subway.com
https://www.splfairmont.org/video-streaming-of-church-services.html
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This & That  
 
Automatic Giving: Itôs easy to give your offering 

automatically through a program called Give+ Online. You 

may set up regular giving or give one time. There are also 

options for giving to other funds in the drop-down list. 

Enroll or give online at splfairmont.org (click on ñChurchò 

then ñGive+ Online.ò) There are also one-time and automatic 

giving opportunities available through PayPal on various 

pages of our website. 

Contemplating Marriage? If you are contemplating 

marriage in the coming months, be sure to contact the church 

office first before setting any wedding dates. The wedding 

booklet is available on our website, as well as other useful 

information. 

Wanting to Earmark a Gift? On occasions such as 

anniversaries, birthdays, at the loss of a loved one, or when 

estate planning, members have asked for ideas to earmark 

their gifts. Here are some suggestions if you want to give an 

earmarked item (a complete list is on our website): 

Å  SPL Church & School Operating Budget; 

Å  NEW PROJECT! ~ New Roof for Church; 

Å  Debt Reduction; 

Å  Church Endowment; 

Å  School Endowment; 

Å  Church/School Upkeep & Repair; 

Å  Vernon H. Harley Scholarship; 

Å  School Tuition Aid Fund; 

Å  Operating Reserve Fund; or 

Å  Ask in the church or school office for current special 

ñwish listò items. 

Free small catechism mobile app: http://sites.cph.org/

catechism/index.asp 

Prayer Chain: If you would like to be part of the SPL 

email prayer chain or have a prayer request, please contact 

them at prayerchain@splfairmont.org. 

LWML Mite Box: The Mite Box will be at the 

Welcome Center for the collecting of mites the first Sunday 

of the month. Please empty your mite box into the large mite 

box and continue saving your coins for the mission of our 

district and international projects. 

Please Let Us Know: If you have a change of address, 

telephone number, etc.; if you or a loved one are hospitalized 

or ill; if you have had a recent death in the family. 

Lutheran Singles on Facebook: This group is for like-

minded single confessional Lutherans: marriage-seeking, 

liturgical, Christ-centered, Cross-focused. 
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This Monthôs Faithful Servants 
 

Altar Guild  

Feb. 29-Mar. 1 ............................. Joan Luedtke, Amy Anders, Melissa Kutch (Ash Wed.) 

Mar. 7-8 ............................. Jan Bremer, Kathy Eyerly, Barb Matthees, Sandy Kopeschka 

Marr. 14-15 ..................................................... Joan Luedtke, Amy Anders, Melissa Kutch 

Mar. 21-22 ............................................................................ Deb Eversman, Lori Chirpich 

Mar. 28-29 .............. Sara Utermarck, Jodi Hackett, Shannon Singleton, Anna Utermarck  
Sunday Greeters  

Mar. 1, 8:00 a.m. ............................................. Terry & Judy Leiding, Rod & Peggy Elbert 
Mar. 1, 10:30 a.m. ................................ Terry & Judy Leiding, Linda Feely, Chris Engelby 
Mar. 8, 8:00 a.m. (DST Begins) ................... Garry & Joyce Rosen, Lori Chirpich, Pat Hall 
Mar. 8, 10:30 a.m. (DST Begins) ......... Dennis & Marianne Hagen, Lori Chirpich, Pat Hall 
Mar. 15, 8:00 a.m. ............................... Deb Bertram, Esther Lund, Nathan & Amy Anders 
Mar. 15, 10:30 a.m. .......................... Deb Bertram, Esther Lund, Kent & Erlene Milbrandt 
Mar. 22, 8:00 a.m. ............ Mary Schmitt, Betty Behrends, Marv Goebel, Darlain Anacker 
Mar. 22, 10:30 a.m. ......... Mary Schmitt, Betty Behrends, Marv Goebel, Dawn Waterbury 
Mar. 29, 8:00 a.m. ............................................... Norm & Vi Gratz, Jim & Sara Utermarck 
Mar. 29, 10:30 a.m. ..................................................... Norm & Vi Gratz, Rob & Ruth True  

Ushers  

8:00 a.m.ðGarry Rosen, Stan Block, Gene Austin, Randy Deling, Dustin McKean, 

Lowell Spee, Johnathan Taplin, Conner Tordsen, Jamie Tordsen, Sawyer Tordsen, 

Walker Tordsen. 10:30 a.m.ðTed Stusse, Duane Rosburg, Bill Bremer, Jim Hardt, 

Braden Kumm, Dave Kumm, Kirk Morris, Jamie Mueller, Gary Stusse, Matthew Stusse.  
March Acolytes  

8:00 a.m. .............................................................................. Isaac Taplin, Collin Meyeraan 

10:30 a.m. ......................................................................... Oliver Tordsen, Lucas Rosburg  
Worship Service Assistants  

Sat., Feb. 29, 5:30 p.m. .............................................................. Jim Hardt, Jeff Eversman 

Sun., Mar. 1, 8:00 a.m. ................................................................................. Merle Boesch 

Sun., Mar. 1, 10:30 a.m. ................................................................................... Dave Gratz 

Wed., Mar. 4, 6:30 p.m. ........................................................................... Chuck Northwick 

Sat., Mar. 7, 5:30 p.m. ............................................................. Matt Northwick, Jim Harley 

Sun., Mar. 8, 8:00 a.m. (DST Begins) ......................................................... Dennis Hagen 

Sun., Mar. 8, 10:30 a.m. (DST Begins) ....................................................... Jim Utermarck 

Wed., Mar. 11, 6:30 p.m. ............................................................................ Ken Simmering 

Sat., Mar. 14, 5:30 p.m. .......................................................... Larry Behrens, Dave Kumm 

Sun., Mar. 15, 8:00 a.m. ................................................................................... Josh Laven 

Sun., Mar. 15, 10:30 a.m. ........................................................................ Richard Behrens 

Wed., Mar. 18, 6:30 p.m. ............................................................................ Jamie Tordsen 

Sat., Mar. 21, 5:30 p.m. ..................................................................... Rich Wolf, Jim Hardt 

Sun., Mar. 22, 8:00 a.m. ...................................................................................... Rob True 

Sun., Mar. 22, 10:30 a.m. ............................................................................ Jon Eversman 

Wed., Mar. 25, 6:30 p.m. ............................................................................. Jim Utermarck 

Sat., Mar. 28, 5:30 p.m. ................................................. Matt Northwick, Chuck Northwick 

Sun., Mar. 29, 8:00 a.m. .............................................................................. Joe Kallemeyn 

Sun., Mar. 29, 10:30 a.m. ............................................................................ Jeff Eversman 

Schedule available on our website at www.splfairmont.org  
Fun Bags  

Refill bags anytime during the week after Sunday listed below 
March 1 ..................................................................................................... Marianne Hagen 

March 8 .......................................................................................................... April Tordsen 

March 15 ....................................................................................................... Chris Engelby 

March 22 ...................................................................................................... Angela Preuss 

March 29 ............................................................................................................. Carla Fast 

splfairmont.org
http://sites.cph.org/catechism/index.asp
http://sites.cph.org/catechism/index.asp
mailto:prayerchain@splfairmont.org
http://www.splfairmont.org
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Weather Policy  
If the weather is questionable, or if 

for some other reason you are wondering 

whether church services will be held or 

not, please check our websiteôs Home 

page at www.splfairmont.org or call the 

CHURCH OFFICE (238-9491) before 

leaving home and listen to the entire first 

message on the answering machine (do 

not press ñ4ò). If services are cancelled, 

an announcement will be made in place 

of the standard message. If you do not 

hear a message cancelling services, then 

they will go on as scheduled. 

 

Anna Keck  
Student Aid Fund  

If you would like to help provide 

financial aid for families that need 

assistance with the tuition cost of 

attending St. Paul Lutheran School, 

please consider making a donation to the 

Anna Keck Student Aid Fund. Any 

amount would be gladly received and 

appreciated. 

We are at the beginning of Lent. During the Lenten season, the church calls to our 
attention the sufficiency of what God gives. It points to the sufficiency of Godôs grace in the 
atoning work of Jesus. It shows us the sufficiency of faith in Jesusô work for us. It makes 

known the sufficiency of Godôs Word in faith and life. 

But Lent doesnôt just remind us of the sufficiency of Godôs spiritual gifts, the gifts that 
pertain to our redemption and salvation. Lent also 
reminds us of the sufficiency of the physical, temporal 
gifts of God, those that pertain to this body and life. In 
other words, it reminds us of the importance of godly 
contentment and of outward discipline and training of 

the body. 

This outward training of the body teaches us not to 
give in to every desire of our flesh but to learn to say no 
to them. And it does this in such a way that if you fail, it 
is no sin. It is a way to practice without putting yourself 

into a compromising situation. 

The easiest example of this is fasting. When you 
fast, you are practicing saying no to the desires of your 
body. But if you fail in this, if you break your fast, you 
have not sinned. You have, though, learned something 
about how your flesh works, how difficult it is to fight 

against it, and how you need help from above in order to do it. 

There is another example of this. It is alms-giving. This is an increase in giving to the 
church and its mission during this time. We all know that our flesh finds security in money 
and stuff. By committing to give more to the church, you are training your flesh. You are, 
by this outward discipline, training yourself to be content with what God gives. You are 
practicing saying ñnoò to your desires. Again, if you fail, you have not sinned. But youôve 
learned just how powerful your flesh is in leading you instead of you leading it. Youôve 

learned how you need help from above in being content with what God gives. 

This is why St. Paul instructs young Pastor Timothy in this way: 

ñBut godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the world, 
and we cannot take anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these 
we will be content. But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a share, into 
many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the 

love of money is a root of 
all kinds of evils. It is 
through this craving that 
some have wandered away 
from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many 

pangs.ò (1 Tim. 6:6-10) 

Our sufficiency is not of 
ourselves; it is in God. Let 
us learn this without sin by 
training our flesh this 

Lenten season. 

APRIL 

NEWSLETTER/ 

CALENDAR DEADLINE: 
 

Sunday, March 15 
 

Email lrosburg@splfairmont.org 
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Stewardship Corner  

http://www.splfairmont.org/music.html

