Funeral Service of

Ruth Ann Sandersfeld
1924 - 2023

Thursday, December 7, 2023
11:00 a.m.

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
Fairmont, Minnesota
at Lakeview Funeral Home
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OpPENING HYMN: LSB 748 “I’m But a Stranger Here”

1  I’m but a stranger here,
Heav’n is my home;
Earth is a desert drear,
Heav’n is my home.
Danger and sorrow stand
Round me on ev’ry hand;
Heav’n is my fatherland,
Heav’n is my home.

2 What though the tempest rage,

Heav’n is my home;

Short is my pilgrimage,
Heav’n is my home;

And time’s wild wintry blast

Soon shall be overpast;

I shall reach home at last,
Heav’n is my home.

3 Therefore I murmur not,

Heav’n is my home;

Whate’er my earthly lot,
Heav’n is my home;

And I shall surely stand

There at my Lord’s right hand;

Heav’n is my fatherland,
Heav’n is my home.

Text: Public domain

Stand

INVOCATION & REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM

(P) In the name of the Father and of the ~}« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P) In Holy Baptism Ruth Ann Caroline was clothed with the robe of
Christ’s righteousness that covered all her sin. St. Paul says, “Do you
not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into His death?”

We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been
united with Him in a death like His, we shall certainly be united
with Him in a resurrection like His.



KYRIE, SALUTATION & COLLECT OF THE DAY

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Let us pray.

O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for Your loving-kindness
shown to Ruth Ann and to all Your servants who, having finished their
course in faith, now rest from their labors. Grant that we also may be
faithful unto death and receive the crown of eternal life; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Psalm 91:1-13 (ESV)

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High
will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.
I will say to the LorD, “My refuge and my fortress,
my God, in whom I trust.”
For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler
and from the deadly pestilence.
He will cover you with his pinions,
and under his wings you will find refuge;
his faithfulness is a shield and buckler.
You will not fear the terror of the night,
nor the arrow that flies by day,
nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness,
nor the destruction that wastes at noonday.
A thousand may fall at your side,
ten thousand at your right hand,
but it will not come near you.
You will only look with your eyes
and see the recompense of the wicked.
Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place—
the Most High, who is my refuge—
no evil shall be allowed to befall you,
no plague come near your tent.



For he will command his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways.
On their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.
You will tread on the lion and the adder;
the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ErisTLE: Revelation 7:9-17 (ESV)

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could
number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes,
with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice,
“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders
and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne
and worshiped God, saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and
thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and
ever! Amen.”

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in
white robes, and from where have they come?” I said to him, “Sir, you
know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great
tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood
of the Lamb.

“Therefore they are before the throne of God,
and serve him day and night in his temple;
and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.
They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore;
the sun shall not strike them,
nor any scorching heat.
For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of living water,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”.

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

VERSE (General)

(P) Alleluia, alleluia. Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead;
to Him be glory and power forever. Alleluia.



HovLy GospPEL: St. John 14:1-6 (ESYV)

[P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 14" chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe
also in me. In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I
have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I
am you may be also. And you know the way to where I am going.” Thomas
said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we
know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED

P] God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living
together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the

body, and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.
Sit
Soro: “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”
SERMON: “All Dressed Up” (Revelation 7:9-17)
Soro: “On Eagles’ Wings”
Stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(P) Let us pray to the Lord, our God and Father, who raised Jesus from the
dead.

P] Almighty God, You have knit Your chosen people together into one
communion in the mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Give to Your whole Church in heaven and on earth Your light and
peace. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.



&

F@ o) F@ ) o)

F@

Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and
resurrection may die to sin and rise to newness of life and so pass with
Him through the gate of death and the grave to our joyful resurrection.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Grant that all who have been nourished by the holy body and blood of
Your Son may be raised to immortality and incorruption to be seated
with Him at Your heavenly banquet. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Give to the family of Ruth Ann and to all who mourn comfort in their
grief and a sure confidence in Your loving care that, casting all their
sorrow on You, they may know the consolation of Your love. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Give courage and faith to the bereaved, that within the communion of
Your Church they may have strength to meet the days ahead in the
assurance of a holy and certain hope and in the joyful expectation of
eternal life with those they love who have departed in the faith. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to
believe and find comfort in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Receive our thanks for Ruth Ann and for all the blessings You
bestowed on her in this earthly life. Bring us at last to our heavenly
home that with her we may see You face to face in the joys of paradise.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O God of all grace, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to
bring life and immortality to light. We give You thanks that by His
death He destroyed the power of death and by His resurrection He
opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Strengthen us in the
confidence that because He lives we shall live also, and that neither
death nor life nor things present nor things to come will be able to
separate us from Your love, which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER
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Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

NunNc DIMITTIS
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“I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who believes in
Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in
Me will never die.”
Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace;
Your word has been fulfilled.
My own eyes have seen the salvation
which You have prepared in the sight of every people:
a light to reveal You to the nations
and the glory of Your people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

“I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who believes in
Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in
Me will never die.”

CoNCLUDING COLLECT
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray. Lord God, our shepherd, You gather the lambs of Your
flock into the arms of Your mercy and bring them home. Comfort us
with the certain hope of the resurrection to everlasting life and a joyful
reunion with those we love who have died in the faith; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION

P

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.

MEAL PRAYER

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest, and let these gifts to us be blessed.
Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, and His mercy
endures forever. Amen.

P] Let us go forth in peace,
in the name of the Lord. Amen.
RECESSIONAL
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LuncH is served following the Service.

CoMmITTAL is at Fairview Memorial Park following lunch.
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Pastor: Rev. Anthony Bertram
Keyboard: Mrs. Elaine Lieder
Soloist: Mr. Todd Utpadel



