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Welcome

Dear Parents,

Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Preschool! It is always a joy to welcome new families and greet
those who are returning. Our preschool program operates under the authority of St. Paul
Lutheran Church and School.

We are committed to providing a safe and secure learning environment for your child which will
enable him or her to experience and participate in a variety of age-appropriate activities design to
build a foundation of faith-based knowledge and values. It is our goal that each of our children
understand that they are loved and valued by the Lord, their teachers, and other students in the
school. Our staff will serve as Christian role models of love and forgiveness. They will not
engage in harmful, disrespectful, or damaging word or actions toward each other of the students
entrusted to their care.

You will find much information in the following pages. Should you have questions or concerns,
please feel free to contact your child’s teacher or Erin Simpson.

Michelle Schultz: mschultz@splfairmont.org
Kathy Gratz: kgratz@splfairmont.org
Erin Simpson: esimpson@splfairmont.org

School: 507-238-9492

Mission Statement

The mission of St. Paul Lutheran School is to share Christ’s love and the Gospel in an
academically sound environment and to assist families in preparing their children for this life and
for eternity.

Non-discrimination Policy
St. Paul Lutheran School welcomes all children Preschool 3 through 6™ grade without regard to
religion, race, color or national or ethnic origin.
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St. Paul Lutheran Pre-kindergarten is an
Educational organization of
St. Paul Lutheran Church and School
201 Oxford Street - Fairmont, Minnesota

Those directly responsible for the St. Paul Lutheran Pre-kindergarten Program:

Teachers:
Kathy Gratz (4's) - Home phone: 507-236-3429
- School phone: 507-238-9492, ext. 121
Michelle Schultz (3's) - Home phone: 507-848-4068
School phone 507-238-9492, ext. 123
Aides:
Angela Preuss (4's) - Home phone: 507-848-5043

Authorized Agent:
Erin Simpson - School phone: 507-238-9492
esimpson@splfairmont.org

Board of Education:

Andy Walden - Chairman Andy Odegaard
Ashley Scheevel Kathleen Eyerly
Paul Engelby Cassica Jobe

Kirsten Rosol Pastor Bertram




GOD'S COMMAND TO PARENTS:
God, our Creator, commands us to:

"Train up a child in the way that he should go ...."
Proverbs 22:6

"Bring up your child in the nurture and admonition of the Lord." Ephesians 6:4

The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod believes that the Christian School and Pre-kindergarten
are the best agencies for assisting parents in carrying out the above responsibilities. In addition
to teaching the Bible truths, our Christian School includes thorough training in all the state
required secular subjects permeated by a Christian viewpoint and philosophy.

We value your child.
We teach responsible living.
We uphold Christian values.
We educate the whole person -
mentally, physically, emotionally, morally
and spiritually.
We care! We are committed to
providing the finest education in a
caring environment.

OBJECTIVES:

The objectives of our Christ-centered Pre-kindergarten are to provide the children with an
opportunity -

» to work and play in a Christian atmosphere with children of their own age.

 to be aware of the daily presence of Christ in their lives.

» to be themselves and develop at their own rate.

« to express themselves freely and constructively through art and play materials.

+ to learn to be tolerant, creative, cooperative, imaginative, and considerate.

 to learn to be independent - able to solve their own problems and to do things for themselves.
« to enjoy a Pre-kindergarten school experience which will simplify adjustment to elementary
school and other social situations.

to learn to establish relationships with adults other than their family.

to learn limits of behavior regarding safety, health, respect for the rights of others.

to build feelings of self-confidence and security and an acceptance of reality.

to increase their ability to handle their emotions constructively.

The intellectual, physical, social, and emotional development of each child will be thoughtfully
documented in their individual record and shared with families during dedicated fall and spring
conferences, providing meaningful insight into their growth and progress throughout the year.



To ensure the safety and well-being of all children in our care, children are supervised at all
times by a responsible adult. This policy is in place to provide a secure environment and promote
positive interactions.

Our program plan must be developed and evaluated in writing on an annual basis by a qualified
teacher to ensure it meets the needs of the students and aligns with educational goals and
standards.

St. Paul Lutheran Preschool Program Plan and Policy Information are always available at
splfairmont.org under the school tab. Parents can always request a paper copy as well.

Anyone having questions or concerns of a general nature should contact the teacher or
Administrator. Any concerns about a teacher or other individual should be handled as follows:
First, discuss the matter with the teacher or individual involved. Then, if necessary, the concern
should be brought to the attention of the Administrator, and finally, when necessary, to the Board
of Education Chairman.

Should a disagreement of a more serious nature arise, it is our policy to actively pursue genuine
peace and reconciliation between the parties involved.

St. Paul Lutheran Pre-kindergarten is accredited by the National Lutheran School Accreditation
Association. (NLSA) and licensed through the MN State Dept. of Children, Youth, and Families.



WHAT WE DO

An exceptional Pre-kindergarten provides the child with meaningful learning experiences. To a
great extent, it is flexible and is based on the interests of the child as they occur from day to day.

Religious Activities - Daily Jesus time - Bible stories, prayers, songs, help children

grow in faith and love for their Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Physical Education - Planned activities help children develop large and small

muscle skills, gain confidence in themselves, provide
opportunities to play cooperatively at large group/game
activities, and safely navigate their environment.

We make use of the "Ready Bodies, Learning Minds" activities,
as well as outdoor and indoor play. (Our primary outdoor play
site is the school playground located directly west of our
building. A secondary outdoor playsite is Ward Park.)

Social Studies - Children learn the meaning, value, and experience of the seasons,
holidays, home, church, community, health habits, and good
manners. They explore relationships with others as unique
creations of God.

Science Experiences - Students grow in awareness of the beauty and intrigue of

God's creation through nature and various science-related activities.

Experience in Creativity - They engage in a variety of activities using different
media.

Musical Experiences - Students participate in singing, listening, musical games,
rhythms and dramatizing.

Language Activities - We have daily story time, practice creative story telling,
enjoy poetry, and have the opportunity to borrow books from the

school library.

Dramatic Experiences - Children participate in dramatic play and puppetry. They
have several opportunities throughout the year to perform for
families and congregational members.

IN ADDITION:

The program also provides the child with experiences in:
name recognition shapes and textures
eye-hand coordination following directions
listening number experiences
color recognition math activities

and other reading readiness activities.



PRE-K 3 SCHEDULE

Flexible schedule-bathroom/water breaks as needed

8:00-8:25 Check-in/Lunch Count/ Math/Literacy Centers
Bathroom Break
8:30-8:40 Worship
Brain Break (Yoga)
8:45-8:55 Music
9:00-9:30 Outdoors (Gym as a backup)
9:30-9:45 Bathroom Break/Snack
9:50-10:35 Free Choice Centers/Individual & Small Group Instruction
10:45-10:55 Story Time
Bathroom Break
11:00 Playground/Indoor Movement

11:20 Dismissal (half day students-school entrance)
Afternoon Schedule

11:25 Brain Break Activity with Extra Story & Prayer for Lunch
11:40 Lunch with Bathroom Break After
12:30 Relax/Read Time
12:45 Enrichment
1:05 Table Activities
1:25 Gym or Outside (with PK 4’s)
1:45 Bathroom Break and Snack Time
2:10 Circle & Story Time
2:25 Closing and Out to Playground (if time allows)
2:45 Dismiss Students



PRE-K 4 SCHEDULE

8:00 Table Activities
8:15 Bathroom Break - if needed
8:25 Ready Bodies Learning Activities (sensory-motor activities)
8:35 Jesus Time - Worship, songs and prayer
8:45 Music with Mrs. Northwick T & Th
8:55 Music with Mrs. Northwick Friday
8:55 Calendar Time (after music on Friday)
9:05 Heggerty (phonics/phonemic awareness)
9:20 Gym or Outside to playground (large muscle)
9:40 Bathroom Break
9:45 Sharing Time - Library time on Thursdays (math, science, social studies and more)
10:00 Snack Time
10:15 Project Time (creative arts and crafts)
10:35 Activity Center Time & Bathroom Break (construction, dramatic play, science, music,
fine motor)
11:05 Circle & Story Time (songs, games, literacy, math, social-emotional, stories/books - but
not limited to these listed)
11:20 Dismiss half day students (if needed)
11:25 Brain Break Activity with Extra Story and Prayer for lunch
11:40 Lunch with bathroom break after
12:30 Table Activities (construction, fine motor, manipulatives, etc.)
12:45 Enrichment Activities or Centers (e.g. - literacy, social-emotional skills, math, learning
games-but not limited to these listed)
1:05 Relax and Read Time
1:25 Gym or Outside (large muscle activities)
1:45 Bathroom Break and Snack Time
2:10 Circle & Story Time (options listed above)
2:25 Closing and Out to Playground (if time allows)
2:45 Dismiss students

NOTE: Times listed are flexible within the schedule to allow for more or less time in the various
activities and learning opportunities



Morning Care Schedule (7-7:45am)

7:00:
7:20:
7:45:

Check in at the upstairs Before/After Care Room.
Gym time for large motor movement
K-6 students dismissed to breakfast

Preschool Students walked to their classroom for breakfast

After School Schedule (2:45-6)

** Flexible schedule-bathroom/water breaks as needed **

2:45:
3:00:
3:45:
4:00:
4:20:

5:00:
5:30:
5:40:

Preschool check in Preschool Classroom

Large Motor Movement- Gym or Outside (weather pending)

Bathroom Break/Wash up for snack

Snack time

Table and Enrichment Activities or Centers (construction, fine motor, manipulatives,
literacy, social-emotional skills, math, crafts, books, puzzles, music, learning games-but
not limited to these listed)

Large Motor Movement- Gym or Outside (weather pending)

Bathroom Break

Table Activities (puzzles, books, fine motor, etc)

NOTE: Times listed are flexible within the schedule to allow for more or less time in the various

activities and learning opportunities.

** Parents will need to sign your out when picked up from after school care. **

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE COSTS:
Before Care: $5.50 for 7:00am-7:45am
After Care: $5.50/hour for 2:45pm-6:00pm

Extended care will be licensed up to 40 preschool aged kids.



FEES AND ENROLLMENT:

The school year consists of nine months. We assume that when you enroll your child it is for the
full school year unless an unexpected emergency occurs such as sickness or moving from the
community. If it is necessary for a child to be withdrawn for any reason, please inform the
teacher of this intention at the earliest opportunity. We close our sessions after an enrollment of
20 per session. An aide is provided after 10 enrolled children in a session. In accordance with
federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from
discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs. To file a complaint, write USDA, Director, Office of
Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue SW, Washington, D.C.
20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (Voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider
and employer. (Our Pre-Kindergarten program is not licensed to serve handicapped children.)

All enrollment information must be submitted online through TADS. If you do not have a TADS
account, please submit your child’s name and birthdate, your name, address, phone number, and
email address, as well as the sessions for which you are applying, to the school office. Shortly
after that you will receive an email from TADS. This email will include a setup code which you
will need to create a TADS account. A setup code is a unique series of letters and numbers used
to identify an account for a family, which ensures that only the person with the setup code can
gain access to a particular account. This maintains the confidentiality and security of your data.
After you have created a TADS account using the setup code, you will be able to enroll your
child(ren). After enrollment is complete, you will need to complete the Tuition Agreement for
your payments. All enrollments for the school year are subject to a $60.00 non-refundable
enrollment fee in addition to the tuition charge.

Preschool 3 and 4 year olds
We accept up to 20 students per age group; however, final enrollment is at the discretion of the
teacher based on the needs of the group and overall classroom dynamics. While some sessions
may have fewer participants, we do not exceed the maximum capacity of 20 students.

Two % days - $1,000.00 Two full days - $1,600.00

Three % days - $1,200.00 Three full days - $2,400.00

Five %2 days - $2,000.00 Five full days - $3,000.00
Half days: 8:15 —11:20 a.m. Full days: 8:15 a.m. — 2:45 p.m.

OR from 12:00 — 2:45 p.m.

3 Year OId Eligibility: Children must be three years of age on or before September 1* and be
potty-trained.

4 Year OId Eligibility: Children must be four years of age on or before September 1% and
not yet attending kindergarten.

Classes will tentatively begin the last week of August. You will be notified of the exact starting
date in June. A calendar, a listing of the children enrolled, and a daily schedule will be
distributed in September.



